	Boughton Village Matters

	Deadline for the September issue is 23 August                                                                 Issue Number 232 – July 2023

	[image: image1.jpg]



	
Welcome to July’s BVM
Helen Coghill Pegasus House 841953 hmcoghill@doctors.org.uk
Charlotte Mackaness Wickets Cottage 842311 charlotte@mackaness.net


BVM’S ANNUAL SUMMER HOLIDAY
Don’t forget that, as usual, there is no village newsletter in August. However, the BVM Facebook page will be updated throughout the summer. 
BOUGHTON LEAVES PCSO SPONSORSHIP SCHEME

The Parish Council has voted to leave the Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) scheme. There has been no PCSO in operation for some time because of ill health. Despite paying the biggest contribution to the scheme, the PC is unable to steer what it would like any sponsored PCSO to focus on and how often Boughton is covered. Furthermore, Pitsford and Harlestone parish councils have also left the scheme.

BOUGHTON MAN TO CHAIR WEST NORTHANTS COUNCIL

John Shephard, chairman of Boughton Parish Council and stalwart of numerous village organisations, was recently elected as chairman of West Northamptonshire Council. Congratulations to John.
LOCAL BOARD MEMBER NEEDED

Boughton Primary School has a vacancy for a Member of its Academy Trust Board. Head Mary James says: “This is very light-touch, and involves attending one meeting a year in late November/early December with governors and accounts, to approve the audited accounts.” For more information, email the school via  admin@boughtonacademy.co.uk
BOUGHTON CHARITY CAR BOOT IS BACK!
After rain stopped play at the last attempt, Edward Mackaness is organising another car boot sale supporting the Alzheimer’s Society. It will take place on 6th August in the field by the Vyse Road roundabout. Gates open at 8.30am. Cars cost £5, vans £10 while parking for buyers is £2. For more information, please email charlotte@mackaness.net 
CIL FUNDS EARMARKED FOR BOUGHTON ALLOTMENTS

At June’s Parish Council meeting it was resolved to earmark £7,000 of CIL funds to a project proposed by Boughton Allotments Association to install water piping. For anyone wishing to attend, the next PC meeting is on 10th July in the Village Hall at 7pm.
END OF TERM EVENTS AT BOUGHTON SCHOOL – ADVANCED WARNING

Please be aware that there may be additional traffic because of the following events at the school. Wednesday 12th July, a school trip with coaches leaving after registration and returning at staggered times from 3.30pm; Friday 14th July sports day and fete; Wednesday 19th July is the Leavers’ Prom – traffic from around 5.30pm and music until around 8pm.

NEWS FROM BOUGHTON POCKET PARK
Boughton Pocket Park is a well-used village amenity and green space. The committee is reaching out to local people to consider joining its committee or devoting a few hours to helping. See Boughton Pocket Park’s Facebook page for more information. Thank you to Anna Adams, Karalina Vasiljeva and Evie Horsley for helping to keep the Park clean during the sessions they attended as part of of their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award.
LEND A HAND IN OBELISK SPINNEY

The next work party in Obelisk Spinney Pocket Park is on Saturday 8th July. Please email enquiries@obeliskspinney.org if you’d like more information or would like to help.

HELP IN THE COMMUNITY WITH GETTING AROUND

Northampton Community Transport minibus and volunteer car scheme helps the elderly, disabled and vulnerable retain their independence and access medical services. If you know of anyone who might benefit or you might be interested in learning about being a volunteer driver, email carscheme@voluntaryimpact.org.uk or call 01604 628234.

NEED HELP WITH THE GARDEN?
Harrison Power, who is 14 years old and lives on Moulton Lane, would like to earn some extra money so is on hand to help with jobs such as tidying gardens and patios, weeding, small hedge trimming, water plants etc. As he’s just starting out, Harrison’s hourly charge is a reasonable £3.50 an hour. For more information, please contact 07719 302518.
BOUGHTON IN BLOOM
Eagle-eyed parishioners may have noticed the colourful hanging baskets and planters that were put in place in the village last month. The Parish Council did wish to extend this scheme to Buckton Fields but, as yet, there are legal issues preventing this.
SCOUTING NEWS

“The good weather has enabled us to get the ‘out’ back in Scouting,” writes Georgina Miles of Pitsford Scouts. “The Cubs had a wonderful camp at Overstone, while the Beavers had a sleepover in a lodge the same weekend. The sections have all enjoyed hikes around the area and activities at the sports field. Our term ends on 13th July with our AGM at 6.30pm to which all are invited. Thank you to all our volunteers who give up their time to ensure young people get the fun adventure they so enjoy.”
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It’s summer now and a big change in climate since I last wrote in February. Returning migrant birds are here, albeit in smaller numbers than before. Swifts and swallows are back although I haven’t seen any house martins here. My attempt at attracting swifts by erecting nest boxes designed for them was a failure because the house sparrows used them instead! Replacing these with ones just for house sparrows has not pleased them either! However, the latter too are rare in my part of the village. Thankfully, several of my garden nest boxes have been used by great and blue tits and a robin, while my hedges and shrubs have encouraged blackbirds and dunnocks to nest. No thrushes, though.
Habitat loss for swifts and swallows remains a growing problem due to property maintenance and security devices, plus blocking holes and cavities in walls and eaves. For swallows, there is a real absence of open barns, sheds and other outbuildings where they can just fly in and nest on ledges/rafters.
Scarcity of some insects is reported; such as bees, butterflies, hoverflies and many more. The experts blame habitat loss, use of pesticides and climate change affecting breeding cycles. Many of the returning migrants are very dependent on insects; caught on the wing and foraged for on vegetation. The higher mortality of some migrating birds is attributed to this. 
The Springwatch programme on BBC reported this. Did you watch it? I was expecting the experts to mention millions of motor vehicles worldwide as a factor. It is obvious that billions of flying insects are killed by road traffic; yet here they consider roadside ‘wilding’ to attract insects as a good thing - hardly! This affects birds and animals too. A couple of months ago I killed a red kite while riding my motorbike south of Banbury. It dived across the front of me to eat some ‘road-kill’ and damaged my screen and fairing. I was shocked and sad about the bird’s death but could do nothing about it. Unfortunately, it’s a modern fact of life.
On a better note, I’m pleased to report the sighting of a few greenfinches this spring. Also, a friend in Pitsford reported hearing a Cuckoo calling, which is good news. BBC’s Springwatch reported a higher mortality of these migratory birds due to insect loss on their long trip to and from West Africa.
It’s a changing world and we must do what we can locally to provide a safe and productive environment for our wildlife. This includes creating simple things such as flowers, shrubs and wild areas in our own back gardens to create a nice habitat.
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Cook the pasta in boiling water until al dente and drain. Heat the oil in a pan and cook the tomato and aubergine until the latter has softened, about 15 minutes – it may need a little water. Mix the sauce and pasta and season well. Put into an ovenproof dish and scanner with the cheese. Cover the dish with foil and bake for 10 to 15 minutes, then remove the foil and bake until golden.











BELLA DEAN’S BAKED PASTA





Ingredients – serves two


2 portions dried pasta of your choice


Tbsp olive oil


¾ tin chopped tomatoes


1 aubergine, sliced


125g mozzarella


50g parmesan, grated


Salt and pepper
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DAVID HARROP’S COUNTRY DIARY
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11th May 	Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Annual General Meeting – all welcome.





18th May 	Boughton Ladies Fellowship “My Life As A London Clippie” by Jean Till. For details contact Chris Lea on 842856. 





7th June	Boughton Open Gardens Contact Elizabeth Duffy (842209) or Lucy Smith (847118).





21st June	Rounders Fun Day in the Pocket Park. Call Samantha Taylor on 842373 for more information.





11th July	Village Day Look out for posters designed by children from Boughton School.





12th September	Ride And Stride Sponsored cycle or walk between churches. Call Marion Scott (842427) for more information.


	


1st and 3rd Mondays  Ladies Fellowship, Church Rooms - contact Chris Lea 842856


Every Monday  Pilates 12 – 1pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 07816768252  Every Tuesday  Pilates 6.30 - 7.30 pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 


Last Tuesday of month  Spencer Club –  Mrs Cumbleton/Mrs Sallie 843652/843314  Wednesday mornings  10.30 Church Coffee Morning - contact Eileen Rouse 


1st Thursday of month Mums & Tots 2.30pm – 4.30pm – Tori 843056/Charlotte 842311


Thursday evenings  Short mat bowls - contact Andrea Brame 844027 








	HIRE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL


�MEETINGS, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, CHILDREN’S


PARTIES, DANCES AND FUNDRAISERS


(07776 082308 or jen3gables@gmail.com) 
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