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Welcome to March’s BVM
Helen Coghill Pegasus House 841953 hmcoghill@doctors.org.uk
Charlotte Mackaness Wickets Cottage 842311 charlotte@mackaness.net


BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL – USE IT OR LOSE IT!
A double-whammy of Covid plus the huge increase in running costs mean that Boughton Village Hall is running at a loss. This charming local amenity is facing energy bills that have increased five-fold. Please support it. Boughton Village Hall is a registered charity run by volunteers - use it or lose it! The committee would love to hear suggestions about what you'd like to see in the Hall, what might encourage villagers and local people to hire it and so on. Unfortunately, there is little that can be done about the lack of parking but there may be other changes that are possible to ensure it is used more and so financially viable. Please email charlotte@mackaness.net. You can also help by liking and sharing the Hall’s Facebook page found under boughtonvillagehallnorthamptonshire
HARBOROUGH ROAD CLOSURE ON 9TH MARCH
Anglia Water is planning to install a new water connector on Harborough Road on Thursday 9th March. To undertake this work safely, the company plans to close the road overnight from 8pm until 6am the next day. Anyone with queries can contact Michelle Budd on 013457 145145.
BOUGHTON CHARITY CAR BOOT IS BACK!
Edward Mackaness is organising another car boot sale supporting the Alzheimer’s Society this month. The sale will take place on 26th March in the field by the Vyse Road roundabout. Gates open at 8.30am. Cars cost £5, vans £10 while parking for buyers is £2. For more information, please email boughtoncarboot@gmail.com
CASUAL VACANCY ON THE PARISH COUNCIL

There is what is known as a ‘casual vacancy’ on Boughton Parish Council. Unless 10 electors in the ward make a request to hold an election, the Parish Council will co-opt a new councillor. Anyone wishing to either request an election or interested in becoming a Parish Councillor should email clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk

MONTHLY VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNINGS

March’s coffee morning will take place on Wednesday 1st March 10am until 12pm in the Village Hall. Please pop along to meet new people and enjoy some cake. Everyone welcome – young and old.
SPECIAL DELIVERY FOR PARISH CLERK
BVM sends congratulations to Parish Clerk Ciara Wanstall who has had a bouncing baby boy, Ari. Ciara’s duties are be covered while she is on maternity leave by Shirley Wong, who can be contacted via clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
SPRING EVENTS AT RE-OPENED LOCAL RAILWAY

The Northampton and Lamport Railways reopens to the public on 19th March with train rides where mums go free. For an extra Mothers’ Day treat, there are ‘Cream Tea Specials’ on the 11am, 1pm and 3pm service – pre-booking essential. Other events for your calendar include the Easter Egg Specials on the weekend of 8th to 10th April. 

DEVELOPERS APPEAL HOLLY LODGE DRIVE APPLICATION
The Planning Inspectorate is to hear an appeal to the decision to refuse permission for 65 dwellings on land off Holly Lodge Drive. The Parish Council is a statutory consultee.
CORONATION PARTY PLANS
The Parish Council is not planning on organising a village event to celebrate the Coronation of King Charles in May but will help support any community group or individual willing to do so. Please email the Parish Clerk clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk for more information. Applications for road closures for street parties must be made to West Northamptonshire Council by 27th March.
SAVE THE DATE FOR BONFIRE NIGHT
It’s never too early to get important events in the diary! This year’s bonfire and firework display in the Pocket Park will take place on 4th November. More information to follow later in the year in BVM.
APPLICATION FOR HOUSES ON CENTRAL AVENUE APPROVED
In mid-February planning was approved for an application to build 38 houses on Central Avenue by the Bowls Club.

STAND-IN AND DELIVER!

We always need villagers who are happy to very occasionally help deliver the newsletter when our usual volunteer ‘posties’ are on holiday. If you feel you might be able to help, please get in touch.
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“Well, it’s been a mixed winter weatherwise, and I’ve tried to provide a mixture of available bird food and table scraps to keep them fed as best I can. I do enjoy just sitting at a window and watching their antics!
It is amazing how competitive some species can be! Robins are very territorial and I have two pairs who visit my garden bird table and are constantly chasing each other around; their way of. saying “go away this is my patch!" Woodpigeons and magpies too are also ones who compete for first pick. (It’s obvious where the phrase “pecking order” was taken from. Also, I am visited daily by two grey squirrels who , frankly, are a nuisance because they are certainly at the top of the “pecking order” and I have to use some ingenuity to site bird feeders where they cannot easily reach them (not easy)!

It was the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Watch at the end of January. Did you join in and do a one-hour count?  I have done this for several years now and am surprised how the numbers of birds seen can vary. Falling numbers can be a cause for us to worry. At my address I did not see some previously common birds: house sparrows, starlings and thrushes among them and only one goldfinch. I’ll be interested to see RSPB’s national findings.
For the second year I did not count any greenfinches, which I believe have been affected by disease. Bird Flu’ has been made public and affects chickens, turkeys and other fowl in large numbers as well as many sea birds. It’s worrying.
On the plus side, I continue to attract many blue, great tits and a few coal tits. The big joy was to attract a party of 12 long-tailed tits that seem to keep together in a friendly bunch and descend on my bird feeders en masse – no quarrelling at all!

Spring is nearly here and it’s the nesting time for most. Check the condition and security of nest boxes and remove any old soggy material quickly – before any birds take up residence. It is so important to ensure they are clean and weatherproof. I do hope to see more swallows, house martins and swifts when they arrive from Africa. Last year only a few swallows were spotted here.”
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Cream together the butter and sugar. Mix in the flour and cocoa powder to make a dough – no liquid required. Roll into walnut-sized balls and place on a baking tray. Cook for five minutes at 170C and then 10 to 15 at 150C. Leave on a wire rack to cool. Makes about 35 biscuits.











BELLA DEAN’S CHOCOLATE ALMOND BISCUITS





Ingredients


200g self-raising flour�100g ground almonds


30g cocoa powder


250g unsalted butter, softened�125g caster sugar
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DAVID HARROP’S COUNTRY DIARY
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11th May 	Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Annual General Meeting – all welcome.





18th May 	Boughton Ladies Fellowship “My Life As A London Clippie” by Jean Till. For details contact Chris Lea on 842856. 





7th June	Boughton Open Gardens Contact Elizabeth Duffy (842209) or Lucy Smith (847118).





21st June	Rounders Fun Day in the Pocket Park. Call Samantha Taylor on 842373 for more information.





11th July	Village Day Look out for posters designed by children from Boughton School.





12th September	Ride And Stride Sponsored cycle or walk between churches. Call Marion Scott (842427) for more information.


	


1st and 3rd Mondays  Ladies Fellowship, Church Rooms - contact Chris Lea 842856


Every Monday  Pilates 12 – 1pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 07816768252  Every Tuesday  Pilates 6.30 - 7.30 pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 


Last Tuesday of month  Spencer Club –  Mrs Cumbleton/Mrs Sallie 843652/843314  Wednesday mornings  10.30 Church Coffee Morning - contact Eileen Rouse 


1st Thursday of month Mums & Tots 2.30pm – 4.30pm – Tori 843056/Charlotte 842311


Thursday evenings  Short mat bowls - contact Andrea Brame 844027 








	HIRE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL


�MEETINGS, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, CHILDREN’S


PARTIES, DANCES AND FUNDRAISERS


(07776 082308 or jen3gables@gmail.com) 
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