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Northants CALC IAS 
 

Internal Audit Report 

(to be read in conjunction with the Annual Internal Audit Report in the 
Annual Governance and Accountability Return) 

 

Name of council:   BOUGHTON 

Name of Internal 
Auditor: 

Catherine Camp Date of report: 04 May 2022 

Year ending: 31 March 2022 Date audit carried out: 04 May 2022 

 

Internal audit is the periodic independent review of a council’s internal controls resulting in an 
assurance report designed to improve the effectiveness and efficiency of the activities and operating 
procedures under the council’s control.  Managing the council’s internal controls should be a day-to-
day function of the council through its staff and management and not left for internal audit.  It would be 
incorrect to view internal audit as the detailed inspection of all records and transactions of a council in 
order to detect error or fraud.  This report is based on the evidence made available to me and 
consequently the report is limited to those matters set out below. 
 
The council is required to take appropriate action on all matters raised in reports from internal 
and external audit and to respond to matters brought to its attention by internal and external 
audit. Failure to take appropriate action may lead to a qualified audit opinion. 
 
 

To the Chairman of the Council: 
 
I met with Ciara Wanstall (Clerk & RFO) on 4th May 2022 to carry out the Internal Audit for 
Boughton Parish Council. The Internal Audit was carried out remotely by email and “zoom” 
video-conferencing.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank Ciara for her co-operation 
and assistance in delivering the audit.   
 
I examined the publicly available information displayed on the council’s website including 
policies, procedures, agendas, minutes, financial and other records.  
 
I sought evidence that the previous years Internal and External Audit reports had been 
properly reported and actioned by the Council – they had.  I then examined the council’s 
arrangements for the management and control of its business in the area of book-keeping, 
due process, risk management, budget setting and monitoring, payroll, asset register, bank 
reconciliation and year end compliance. 
 
Having reviewed the minutes I suggested that minutes should be more succinct and they 
should be minutes of the meeting held and should not include post meeting notes.  
I noted that most meetings extended beyond a 2 hour time period so it was suggested that 
the Standing Orders should be reviewed to allow for longer meetings, rather than having to 
suspend the standing order every month. 
 
It was noted that Councillor Register of Interests need to displayed on the parish website. It 
is the responsibility of all Councillors to ensure that their register of interests is kept up to 
date. I suggested that Councillors review them on an annual basis. All new Councillors need 
to complete a Register of Interests within 28 days of taking office as a Councillor. 
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I am pleased to be able to report that having tested all aspects of the councils internal 
controls, based on information made available to me I am satisfied that this is a well run 
council will robust systems in place to meet the internal control objectives. 
 
As Ciara is new to the role, I would encourage the Parish Council to purchase a copy of 
“Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration” by Paul Clayden which sets out the 
legislation governing Parish and Town Councils. 
I would also strongly recommend that the Council join the Society of Local Council Clerks 
and that Ciara is encouraged and supported to undertake the Certificate in Local Council 
Administration. (CiLCA). 
 
Since Boughton is a rapidly expanding parish the Councillors need to be mindful that 
additional time and/or staff may be required to service the role as the parish grows. 
 
I would like to commend Ciara for her hard work and for ensuring that Boughton remains a 
well run and productive Parish Council. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Mrs Catherine Camp CiLCA; FSLCC: 
Internal Auditor to the Council 
07759 271507 
cmcamp64@outlook.com 
 
The figures submitted in the Annual Governance and Accountability Return are: 

 
Year ending 

31 March 2021 
Year ending 

31 March 2022 

1. Balances brought forward 73,670 259,587 

2. Annual precept 59,454 60,000 

3. Total other receipts 182,892 717 

4. Staff costs 17,543 20,746 

5. Loan interest/capital repayments 0 0 

6. Total other payments 38,886 39,262 

7. Balances carried forward 259,587 260,296 

8. Total cash and investments 259,587 260,296 

9. Total fixed assets and long-term assets 55,170 55,106 

10. Total borrowings 0 0 

The proper practices referred to in Accounts and Audit Regulations are set out in Governance and Accountability 
for Smaller Authorities in England (2020).  It is a guide to the accounting practices to be followed by local councils 
and it sets out the appropriate standard of financial reporting to be followed.  A copy of the guide is available for 
free download from:  https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf 

https://www.northantscalc.com/uploads/practitioners-guide-2020-2.pdf

