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Welcome to May’s BVM 
  

Helen Coghill Pegasus House 841953 hmcoghill@doctors.org.uk 
Charlotte Mackaness Wickets Cottage 842311 charlotte@mackaness.net 

 
GET SET FOR JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS 
Parishioners can register now to say they will be attending two of Boughton’s jubilee 
events. Doing so isn’t essential to attend but would be useful to the volunteer organisers! 
Use the search engine on www.eventbrite.co.uk and enter “Jubilee Beacon Lighting 
Festival” for the evening at Buckton Fields on Thursday 2nd June and “Boughton Jubilee 
Picnic and Fete” for the celebration in Boughton Park on 5th June. On 4th and 5th June there 
will also be an introduction to the Boughton Archive Project in the Village Hall. 
 
JOIN THE PARISH COUNCIL! 
There are two vacancies on the Parish Council. If you are community-spirited and  
want some say in Boughton’s future, why not find out more about what being a Parish 
Councillor entails? Get in touch with Ciara Wanstall, the Parish Clerk, via 
clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
MONTHLY VILLAGE HALL COFFEE MORNINGS 
The first monthly coffee morning in the Village Hall was a huge success. Thank you to 
those who helped run the event and to Smiths Farm Shop for generously donating some 
goodies and to all those who came along. The next coffee morning is Wednesday 4th May 
from 10am-12pm. Everyone welcome to come along to meet old friends and new ones of 
all ages. Additional cake donations would be most welcome. Please contact Jenny Bullock 
for more information jen3gables@gmail.com 
 
AN INVITE TO THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
This will be an informal evening with wine and nibbles on 24th May at Buckton Fields 
School starting at 6pm. All welcome. Please RSPV clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk so 
the Council knows how many to cater for. 

 
FOLLOW-UP WI TASTER SESSION 
The first meeting of Boughton’s potential new WI was a great success and really well 
attended. There will be another taster session in the Village Hall on 23rd May at the later 
time of 7pm until 9pm. All welcome. Meet new people, talk about what you’d like a 
“Boughton WI” to look like and take part in a fun quiz with a hamper prize of fabulous food 
and beauty goodies. Afterwards, the group can decide whether there is sufficient 
enthusiasm to establish a WI. Please contact marion.knight.boughton@outlook.com 
 
STREETLIGHTS UPGRADED 
The streetlights in Boughton have been upgraded to LEDs. They will operate on a reduced 
energy basis lowering the Parish electricity costs and helping the environment. 



 
 
 

 
Pre-heat the oven to 180C/160fan. Place the rhubarb in a large oven dish. Scatter the chopped ginger and 
brown sugar over it. Hand mix the butter, oats, flour, walnuts and sugar in a large bowl until it forms into a 
rough, loose mixture. Spread this over the fruit and bake in the oven for 40 to 45 minutes. Check that the 
fruit is tender before serving. If you like crumble with a sweet, crunchy topping, sprinkle a little white 
sugar on top before cooking. 
 

WHAT IS CIL? VISIT THE ROADSHOW, FIND OUT AND GIVE YOUR VIEWS 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a charge levied by local authorities on developers. 
The Parish Council will receive a sum from the developers of Buckton Fields and is seeking 
Parishioners’ views on how this money could be spent. Boughton’s “CIL Roadshow” will be 
on display at the 2nd June beacon-lighting event at Buckton Fields and in the Village Hall on 
the 4th and 5th June. 
 
NEW ZUMBA CLASS STARTING IN VILLAGE HALL 
On Thursday 5th May Frankie’s Zumba comes to Boughton Village Hall. Classes with be 
every Tuesday and Thursday from 7.30pm until 8.30pm. For more information, email  
Frankieszumba@outlook.com 
 
POSSIBLE CONGESTION WITH SCHOOL EVENTS 
Mary James, head of Boughton Primary, would like to warn villagers that a Boughton 
School Association meeting on 4th May might mean cars parked longer than usual in the 
afternoon. Also, on Friday 10th June the school is hosting a Jubilee picnic for parents and 
carers. Thank you to residents for their understanding. 

 
HISTORIC BOUGHTON: EXHIBITION PLANNED 
As part of the village’s Jubilee celebrations, Judy Shephard is organising an exhibition to be 
held in the Village Hall on June 4th and 5th: the Boughton Archive Project. Anyone with 
books, memorabilia, old postcards or anything of interest connected to the village, please 
contact her on 01604 843275.  
 
SPECIAL EVENTS AT LOCAL RAILWAY  
The Northampton and Lamport Railway reopened to the public in March. Trains run every 
Sunday. Special events include “Kids For A Quid” on 29th May, “Strawberries And Steam” 
over the Jubilee weekend and a Fathers’ Day Special on 19th June with free rides for dads. 
The site now has a refurbished café with a new menu. Visit www.nlr.org.uk for details. 
 
THE PARISH COUNCIL COMES TO FACEBOOK 
Boughton Parish Council now has its own Facebook page to help residents keep abreast of 
what is going on in the Parish and important issues that impact us all.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELEN COGHILL’S ALL-IN-ONE RHUBARB CRUMBLE 

Ingredients –  
500g rhubarb, washed and cut into 2in pieces 
100g brown sugar 
3 balls of stem ginger, chopped 
100g plain flour 
50g rolled oats 
100g butter 
50g brown sugar 
50g walnuts (optional) 



 HIRE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL 
 

MEETINGS, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, CHILDREN’S 

PARTIES, DANCES AND FUNDRAISERS 

(07776 082308 or jen3gables@gmail.com)  

 

 
 

 
 

“Another season has arrived – nearly – and we can expect some warmer weather. 
Time to sit back on your patio and enjoy the garden? I don’t think so! Plants and 
flowers are growing and need watering and feeding. Lawns need mowing and 
hedges will soon require a trim. Be careful with the latter as there may be many 
species of nesting birds – try not to disturb them until the fledglings have departed. 
 
An ideal project, which is being encouraged to provide food for animals, insects 
and birds, is to create a ‘wilding’ area in your garden. This requires a minimum of a 
square metre of grass that can be set aside and left to grow undisturbed for the 
Summer. You can also add a variety of wildflower seeds, if you have some, or let 
Nature do its work. At the top of my garden I have an orchard area where I can do 
this. Most of us in Boughton have large enough gardens to do our bit too for the 
environment and bio-diversity. 
 
Which leads me to mention that I’ve also heard suggested a ‘No Mow May’! Quite 
simply, you can just let your grass grow uncut for the whole of the month and the 
benefits to the local wildlife will be enormous. All you have to do then is sit back 
and enjoy a rest! 
 
As I mentioned last time, I’ve now phased out feeding the birds except for suitable 
table scraps. There is now plenty of their natural food available and it reduces 
territorial battles amongst them, notably the blackbirds and robins. It’s time to 
sterilise feeders and bird tables. Remember to clean and maintain bird baths, 
keeping them topped up in dry weather. 
  
This year I have had two beautiful pheasants as regular visitors to my feeding 
stations, joining the pigeons and larger birds to pick up fallen seeds. They have 
become quite tame and the splendid cock pheasant has even had the audacity to 
come and peer at me through my French windows, crow loudly and flap his wings 
vigorously for attention! ‘Feed me!,’ he seemed to be saying!.. 
  
I’m not sorry to disappoint two grey squirrels that have been a nuisance all winter 
and hard to discourage from raiding the bird table. I no longer have my chocolate 
Labrador, Jack, to shoo them away. Sadly he passed away recently aged 13. 
 
Enough for now, I’ve still got plenty of gardening tasks to do before I can sit down 
and watch the grass grow!” 
.” 
 
 

  
 

 

 
 

DAVID HARROP’S COUNTRY DIARY 
 


