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Boughton Parish Council 

Annual Report  
 

This will be my last report as Chairman of Boughton Parish Council as I will be 

stepping down at the Parish Council Election in May.   

 

The last year has been difficult for all of us and we have had to adapt to 

prolonged nationwide lockdowns and the impact from Covid-19.  The Parish 

Council has had to change how it delivers its services but has continued to 

meet monthly via video-conferencing. 

 

I would like to update parishioners with some of the key activities that have 

taken place over the last year.   

 

As a statutory consultee the Parish Council responded to 23 planning 

applications throughout the year that affected the parish.  A list of all current 

planning applications can be viewed on the parish website.   

 

In July, the Parish Council were consulted on the construction of the North 

West Relief Road.  As this road will significantly impact Boughton, the Parish 

Council appointed both independent Traffic Consultants and Legal Counsel to 

prepare reports and attend the meeting of the Development Control 

Committee at NCC.  A budget was agreed by the Parish Council funded from 

the Council’s Legal and Traffic Calming Reserves.  Permission for the road was 

granted in September and one of the planning conditions stipulates that prior 

to the opening of the new road Boughton Parish Council will be consulted to 

agree a scheme of traffic calming measures for mitigating the impact of traffic 

from this road on the parish.  The Parish Council have already requested a 

meeting with the Project Management Team, and this will happen hopefully in 

the early summer. 
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Buckton Fields  
 
Apart from some remedial matters the first phase of Buckton Fields is 

completed and phase 2 is well underway.  In November, a representative from 

the Pegasus group attended the Parish Council meeting to present an overview 

of the  

 

planning application for Phase 3.  Outline planning permission for that phase 

has now been granted.   

 

Following concerns raised by residents the Parish Council have recently agreed 

to part fund, with Bloor Homes, an additional streetlight on the footway link 

from the development to Whitehills. 

 

 The development of the land at Buckton Fields has been one of the Parish 

Council’s priority considerations. Please be assured that members of the Parish 

Council together with our District Councillor and County Councillor are working 

on your behalf to obtain the best outcome for both our new residents at 

Buckton Fields and the parish and wider community.   

 

The Buckton Fields Liaison Forum, which was set up as an initiative of the 

Parish Council, met in February for progress reports from the developers, 

highways and DDC.  The Minutes from those meetings are published on the 

parish website.  The Buckton Fields Residents Group reports issues through 

the representatives of the District and Parish Council on that Group to the 

Forum and the developers. 

Buckton Fields Primary School 

 

During the year, the Parish Council was consulted on the planning application 

for a new school at Buckton Fields and planning permission was granted in 

September 2020.  In February 2021, the new principal of Buckton Fields 

Primary School attended a meeting of the Parish Council.  She was keen to 

promote the new school and is eager to work with the local community and 

the Parish Council.  She officially starts her new role in April and the school will  
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open in September 2021 with reception children.   A virtual event to meet the 

Principal and members of her team was held on 15th March 2021.  

 

Police Community Support Officer 

The Parish Council continues to sponsor a Police Community Support Officer, 

Paul Miller.  This is a joint sponsorship initiative with the six other Spratton 

Ward parishes and is working well.  I am the Representative on the Council to 

act as a single point of contact with the Police and I attend regular meetings 

with representatives of the Police and Crime Commissioner’s office and the 

other sponsoring parishes. 

 

Traffic  

The Parish Council is aware that speeding and volume of traffic through the 

parish is of concern to parishioners and the Police undertake regular speed 

enforcement at various locations in the parish.  A mobile activated speed 

camera purchased by the Parish Council is now up and running in Brampton 

Lane.   The vehicle activated sign on Moulton Lane will be replaced by NCC 

Highways early in the new financial year. 

 

The Parish Council have recently purchased some “Sat Nav” signs for the main 

entrances to the village and the Clerk continues to report large HGV vehicles 

who contravene the 7.5 weight restriction signs. 

 

Other Matters 

 

During the year, the Parish Council considered grant applications from local 

organisations and awards were made to Boughton Primary School, Boughton 

Pocket Park, Obelisk Spinney Pocket Park and Boughton Parochial Church 

Council.  Details of those awards are published on the parish website.   

 

Local elections are planned for 6th May 2021 and many of the current Parish 

Council will be stepping down.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

Councillors who work hard and have contributed so much for the benefit of 

the parish. During the term of this Council, we have confronted many matters  
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including the significant challenges generated by large housing development 

and major road infrastructure. 

 

Finally, our special thanks and appreciation goes to all the volunteers who so 

generously give their time and who contribute so positively to Boughton. I 

would particularly like to thank Cllr Charlotte Mackaness who has recently 

been the recipient of a Rose of Northamptonshire Award. This was an initiative 

launched by The Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire, The High Sheriff of  

 

Northamptonshire and Northamptonshire County Council to recognise the 

contributions of those who live or work in Northamptonshire to the County’s 

response to the Coronavirus Pandemic.   

 

The Parish Council meets once a month with the exception of August and 

residents and community group representatives are always very welcome to 

come along and speak at any of our Parish Council meetings. 

 

 

Cllr Steve Potter 

March 2021 
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Northamptonshire County Council 

Annual Report  
 
I was first elected your County Councillor for the Moulton Division in May 1997 
and I have finally decided to retire some 24 years later, so this is my final 
report. 
 
During my time on NCC I have served on many different committees and have 
chaired the Community Committee, the Adult Social Care and Health 
Committee twice, and the Development Control Committee twice!  I was also 
elected Chairman of Chairman of all the Select Committees of the Council. I 
was a member of the NHfT and the East Anglia Flood Committee.  I was the 
NCC representative of the Northamptonshire Cadet Forces and was an 
Executive Member of SSAFA.  I am also a member of Boughton Parish Council 
for almost 40 years and served a short term as its Chairman.  I have also been a 
Member of the Richard Humfrey Charity since the early 1980s and have been 
its Chairman for the last 19 years. 
 
In 2008 – 2010 I served two consecutive terms as Chairman of the Council 
which was a great and unforgettable honour.  I sponsored two charities: SSAFA 
(The Armed Forces Charity) and FaceFax (a local head, neck and throat cancer 
charity founded by my sister) and raised over £17,000 during my terms as 
Chairman.   I was privileged to meet, countywide and further afield, many 
inspirational people in all walks of life who have made exceptional 
contributions to our lives. My highlights of that time, apart from being 
presented to several members of the Royal Family and attending several 
Garden Parties, were my two civic dinners.  My first guest speaker was General 
Sir Richard Dannatt, then Head of the Army, and, secondly, Admiral Sir Trevor 
Soar, First Sea Lord.  He invited me on a two day trip aboard the Frigate HMS 
Westminster from South Shields to Portsmouth (a truly unrepeatable 
experience!). 
 
When I first became a County Councillor in 1997, I had 16 villages in my 
division, including Althorp which was reeling at that time over Princess Diana’s 
untimely death.  It was a very sharp learning curve as I was certainly plunged in 
at the deep end!  Today, I have 13 villages and during my 24 years I have 
attended many many parish council meetings and Annual Meetings and met a 
vast array of talented and dedicated parishioners, councillors and Chairmen. I 
have attended site visits, facilitated meetings and spoken publicly to help  
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protect our cherished local heritage.  I was a champion of Moulton Library 
which was under threat of closure.  I have keenly locked horns with and 
challenged burdensome bureaucratic decisions on many diverse issues on my 
constituents’ behalf in my quest for fairness, openness and progress. 
 
The County Council will cease to exist next month.  Our first NCC Chairman was 
The Red Earl, Lord Spencer in 1889 and during the Council’s 133 years it has 
seen some remarkable history.  Four years ago, due to unacceptably poor and 
creative accounting methods we were placed in special measures and it was 
decided by Parliament that Northamptonshire would become two Unitary 
Authorities.  During the last two years NCC has made huge strides financially, 
and we have now balanced the books and will be handing over some £90m to 
the new unitary councils as they become the fledgling Authorities. 
 
It has been my privilege to be you County Councillor for 24 years!  I wish to 
Thank you all for your kindness, wonderful humour and encouragement over 
the years.  I have very happy memories! 
 
 
Judy Shephard 
County Councillor  
Moulton Division 
March 2021 
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Boughton Village Hall 

Annual Report  

 
As a result of Covid-19 Boughton Village Hall opened for a mere 7 weeks 
closing on 18th March 2020.  In this short period, lettings income was £2,560 to 
which can be added Quiz Evening earnings £422.  This income was further 
improved by a Daventry District Council grant of £10,000 to provide total 
income of £12,902 (£15,426). 
 
Expenditure has continued, however, albeit at lower levels £7,589 (£9,174) 
which included repairs £2,211 (£2,055). 
 
Overall a healthy surplus was generated £5,393 (£6,252) to improve the 
General Fund £26,696. 
 
Not withstanding the shortened year all Committee members have continued 
to stand by and assist wherever possible.  Our Secretary Susan Wilson has 
been very active and conscientious.  I wish also to thank our auditor Russell 
Wilson who has been thorough and helpful in keeping us on track. 
 
 
D N Whalley 
Chairman 
March 2021 
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Richard Humfrey Charity 

Annual Report  
 
These unprecedented times continue! 
   
I have now completed my nineteenth year of Chairmanship of the Richard 
Humfrey Charity although I have been a member of this committee for some 
40 years! There are at present 10 highly valued Trustees (3 co-opted members, 
2 ex-officio members, 2 members nominated by the parish council and 2 extra 
co-opted members).  Richard Barron and Roy Palmer are our 2 representatives 
on the Richard Humfrey Educational Committee.  Fr Stephen Trott and 2 
Churchwardens are Ex Officio members of our committee. 
 
There have been two meetings this last financial year.  Traditionally held in 
March and November these meetings are always well attended by the 
trustees.  At the March Meeting this year Fr Stephen Trott was elected 
Chairman as I am retiring. 
 
Application of Income was made to two beneficiaries residing in the parish 
totalling £600 at Christmas and a further £100 is to be distributed at Easter, 
along with a Hamper to a further beneficiary totalling £100. In recent years we 
have lost some of our most well-loved and long lived residents so recipients 
are dwindling.  Eurofoods based in Kimbell Mews generously continued their 
gifts of food items to 4 individuals which was very well received.  I would like 
to thank Mr Barlow (now retired) of Eurofoods for making this possible and 
hope that these donations will continue in the future as they are very well 
received. 
 
I make my usual plea that if you know of anyone, young or old, who is in need 
of benefit please let me or any Trustee know so that the Charity can take 
appropriate action. 
 
Mr Oliver Mackaness has consistently done an excellent job as our auditor and 
we offer our grateful thanks to him for his clear and accurate accounting.  I 
would also like to record my special thanks to Mrs Barbara Piggins and Mrs Sue 
Greatorex who are our “Age Concern” representatives.  Their unfailing task of 
checking up on the elderly and infirm and those at risk within the parish is 
outstanding as they ensure that parishioners health, safety and general well-
being is never compromised!  They both were deserved recipients of The Rose  
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of the Shires Award given to those who have gone the extra mile during the 
pandemic. 
 
The Chiropody Service provided by Mrs Shirley Morgan is highly valued by 
those who use the service and I thank Shirley the Chiropodist for her truly 
appreciated ministrations and her home visits instead of using the Church 
Rooms due to covid restrictions this last financial year.   Use of the Church 
Rooms normally costs £20 per session which the Richard Humfrey Charity will 
continue to support financially.  She is hoping to resume normal service in the 
year to come if restrictions are lifted.  Shirley is happy to see anyone in the 
parish by appointment so please feel free to contact her.   
 
Mrs Jill Gist is our most valued secretary of both the Humfrey Charities.  Her 
dedication and professional approach have made her a truly appreciated 
member of our team.  We would be lost without her!  I would also add on a 
personal note my special thanks for all the extra and invaluable assistance she 
so willingly and selflessly provides, as does her husband Robert!  I have also 
indicated to the Trustees that this was my final year as Chairman and am now 
retired and set out to pasture! 
 
 
Judy Shephard 
Chairman of the Richard Humfrey Charity  
March 2021 
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Richard Humfrey Charity (Educational Foundation) 

Annual Report  
 

At the AGM of the Charity in March 2020 Kevin Greatorex stood down as 
Chairman and as a Trustee of the Educational Foundation. Mr Richard Barron 
agreed to take on the role as Chairman which he continues to hold. 
The mid-term meeting in November 2020 was conducted via Zoom. Boughton 
Primary School had applied for a grant from the Charity. This was awarded to 
fund playground markings to encourage physical activities for all children. 
There was also a request from one student for a grant to provide essential 
equipment for her university course, which was awarded. 
At the AGM in March 2021, also conducted by Zoom, Mr John Clarke resigned 
as a Trustee. Cllr Rosie McDonnell who had been nominated by the Parish 
Council joined the meeting. Boughton Primary School applied for a grant from 
the Charity to provide Perspex screens for 1:1 teaching. This was agreed by 
Trustees and funded. 
The Charity is currently appealing for residents of Boughton and Buckton Fields 
to become Trustees to continue the work of the Educational Foundation in 
years to come.  
 
 
Jill Gist 
Secretary of the Richard Humfrey Charity 
March 2021 
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Boughton Pocket Park 

Annual Report  
 

OVERVIEW: 
 
2020 was a very interesting year for the park but it showed us just how 
important and valuable this little oasis is to the local population. 
Throughout the lockdown months of April, May and June the park was one 
area where our local residents could go to for a pleasant walk, to relax with the 
beauty of nature, and for young and old alike to take a little bit of exercise. 
The park looked particularly pretty in these early months, it was almost 
glowing golden with all the daffodils planted by the children of Boughton 
Primary school in full bloom. 
Once lockdown restrictions were eased a little it became one of the few places 
where friends and family could get together safely.  
We saw a huge increase in visitors, which was lovely to see, but the downside 
was all too often litter was left, which put quite a bit of pressure on the 
committee to keep the park clean and tidy. 
In the coming months we would welcome any help from any local residents 
with regards to litter picking and looking after our precious resource. 
 
REPAIRS AND INVESTMENT: 
 
In terms equipment maintenance, our major priority was to repair the slide, as 
its wooden supports had started to rot quite severely. This has now been done 
and the slide is, as ever, one of the more popular pieces of play equipment. 
In the next couple of months we will be tackling the tyre swings, as they too 
are in need of repair. 
 
Our investments in the park have been two new signs: one to show people 
how to use the outdoor gym equipment correctly and safely and a second to 
show the children how to pond dip and what wealth of wildlife they might find.  
 
Our woodland meadow seeds will be sown next month, which should grow 
into a beautiful summer flower garden just by the picnic tables. 
 
And finally we have been struggling all winter with flooding at the top of the 
park, near the pond. We are hoping to alleviate the problem by putting in a 
soak away in the area, but the main issue is flooding from the farmer’s field  
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outside the park. Both the committee and the Parish Council have taken up the 
matter with the representatives of the landowners.  
 
FUNDRAISING: 
 
The pandemic prevented us from holding our annual fundraising event - the 
fireworks and bonfire show. 
 
Facing a £6000 hole in our finances, some very talented committee members 
set up a crowdfunding campaign, supported by advertising on Facebook, an 
article in the Northampton Chronicle and a live interview on BBC Northampton 
Radio. We managed to raise some £6000, which will cover our running costs in 
2021.  
 
FUTURE PLANS: 
 
As we come to the end of our grant funds, the final things we are considering 
for the park are a Basket Swing, which can be used safely by disabled children, 
and a fourth and final piece of gym equipment.  
 
And, as has happened for the last three years, we hope to see the children of 
our village primary school planting even more wonderful summer bulbs for our 
enjoyment. 
 
 
Karen Fletcher 
Chairman 
Boughton Pocket Park 
March 2021 
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Boughton Station 

Annual Report  
 

Having got Northampton College’s bricklaying course involved at the back end 
of 2019, we had been catching up on the schedule, with a good chance of 
completing on time.    When Covid-19 hit, there was no way the college could 
continue to send their students, so we were stuck with some major projects, 
impending deadlines and insufficient manpower.   Under restrictions in the 
government legislation, we found we were still allowed to work, volunteer and 
provide charitable services, being out-of-doors.    It was an easy job to social 
distance on, and the volunteers we had managed to get all the bricklaying on 
the main platform completed by May 2020, ready for the coping stones to be 
laid on top, forming the platform edge.   Most of these are now done. 
 
At this time, we were still waiting for the land transfer adjacent to the 
Windhover pub to come through from their solicitors, so could not start on the 
bay platform, head-shunt line or even clear away the brambles.   This transfer 
has now come through and work has started on this parcel of land.    Earth has 
been moved, a membrane laid down, and concrete sleepers placed on top of 
ballast to form the bay siding.    Foundations have now been set and concrete 
blocks and blue bricks laid to form the bay platform.   This practice follows the 
schedule as per the main platform, and as such, coping stones will again be laid 
on top of the platform edge.    Earth has been used to fill in behind the wall all 
along, and shingle laid on top, which still requires firming.    A spur comes off 
the running line into a head-shunt, from which the bay siding is accessed by 
trains.   This siding is a terminus, with a buffer-stop, and is alongside the bay 
platform.   A donation from the Parish Council is to be used as part of this work 
and will be indicated in the vicinity. 
 
We hope to erect a proper station building somewhere on the platform, but in 
the meantime a carriage will be a temporary booking office/waiting room in 
the bay siding.     Passengers will be able to access this platform from the BVW, 
once we have been inspected and signed off.   Security fencing now separates 
Boughton Station from the pub car park. 
 
Colin Haddon 
March 2021 
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Boughton Care for the Elderly  

Annual Report  
 

 

Barbara and I have less to do with the elderly in the village as there are not too 
many with us now. (Although we are now the elderly but not too vulnerable 
quite yet.) 
 
Since my last report Tony Webb, Pam Wilson, David Deane, Audrey Phipps 
Walker and Allan Fox have sadly died. 
 
Joyce Harris, Pam Rapkin, Olive James, Margaret Wheeler Neville and Janet 
Morris, and Roy and Sandra Mynott are all coping well.  With the virus life has 
been more challenging but we are getting through it.  There are a few more on 
our list now as people age.  We keep in touch regularly. 
 
I would like, again, to thank Barbara very much for her help and support and as 
long as we can keep helping this way, we will. 
 
 
Sue Greatorex 
March 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Boughton Parish Annual Reports 2021   

 

Daventry District Councillors 

Annual Report  
 
 

With both a heavy heart and optimistic anticipation for the future we write the 
final district councillors report to parish councils. 
 
This year will be remembered for introducing Zoom council, committee and 
officer meetings, councils being used to channel unprecedented support to 
local businesses, officers’ home working and officers’ and members’ support 
for the most vulnerable and of course the demise of Daventry District Council 
at midnight on the evening of Monday 31st March.  At that time, your district 
councillors lose that role and become members of the West Northamptonshire 
Council.  We hold that title until the elections on 6 May. 
 
What is the legacy of DDC?  We would like to think that the local plans it has 
introduced over the years have been welcomed by parishes. Of those that we 
represent, Boughton has of course seen the most growth and we now 
welcome the newcomers to the village via Buckton Fields.  Harlestone is to 
face the next phase of building locally; hopefully, the experiences of the 
Buckton Fields development will be useful in managing the greater scope of 
new housing there. 
 
For many years we have heard constituents’ understandable moans that, “We 
pay tax to DDC and get nothing back”.  It is true that the centre of Daventry 
has been transformed to the great benefit of residents; the most recent 
investment is that of the new cinema, now complete and ready for its Opening 
Night.  But with the massive investment in the new Moulton Leisure Centre, 
featuring one of the best swimming pools in the country, any imbalance has 
certainly been redressed.  The recent DDC press release gives details: 
 
“Facilities set to be opened to the public include the centre’s six-
lane, 25m swimming pool, and a 60-station gym featuring a wide 
range of modern fitness equipment. 
A diverse range of other facilities, including two therapy pools, 
multi-activity studio, spin studio and the first health spa in the area 
– comprising a steam room, sauna and spa pool – will reopen when 
coronavirus restrictions are expected to be further lifted on 17 
May.” 
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On a parochial level, the council year began with the creation of the new 
Harlestone Manor Parish Council.  John led the DDC process in its gestation. He 
chaired its first meeting for the purposes of the appointment of a chairman. 
The meeting was by Zoom. There was a tie, 8 members voting 4 – 4 for two 
candidates.  What was to be done?  He had a pack of cards to hand. An ace 
was chosen and one of the candidates invited to say whether it was red or 
black. The chairmanship was resolved on the turn of a card! 
 
The year also saw planning permission being granted for the NWRR.  We now 
concentrate on monitoring delivery of the mitigation measures.  As Buckton 
Fields moves into Phase 3 we are active in pursuing two significant outstanding 
issues: community facilities and early years education.  We have yet to see any 
firm proposals for either of these.  They are very much work in progress.   
 
During the year John was appointed to the task and finish group of the shadow 
authority setting the 2021/2022 budget and council tax.  That involved some 
15 Zoom meetings over an 8 month period. 
 
As you all know, on the 6th May we will be going to the polls to elect a total of 
93 councillors for the new unitary authority, West Northamptonshire Council, 
which will be formed on the 1st April this year. This will replace the existing 
district, borough and county councils. Residents in Daventry, Northampton and 
South Northamptonshire are being encouraged to apply early to vote by post. 
On the same day in May, residents will also be able to cast votes for the 
Northamptonshire Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner and to elect 
representatives for many of their local parish councils. A lot of work has been 
done to make voting safely during the ongoing coronavirus pandemic, with a 
range of Covid-safe measures being planned for polling stations, alongside the 
other usual options such as voting by post or by proxy. Polling arrangements 
are currently being organised by elections staff in Daventry District, South 
Northants and Northampton until the new Council is formed in April. We 
would encourage everyone to vote in these important elections. 
  
We know that a huge amount of progress has made getting the new unitary 
Council ready and setting up the wider leadership team. 
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We were made aware of  the rise in crime over recent months and raised these 
matters with the Northamptonshire Police and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner for Northamptonshire. House-to-house enquiries have been 
taking place in the areas where the break-ins have been reported and they 
have also been collecting CCTV to ascertain whether there is any footage of 
note that may help us identify suspects. 
  
We know the Sergeant has also held meetings with the some of the parish 
councils as well as the community safety partnership and held talks  regarding 
the setting up of a local Streetwatch scheme.  
  
The office of the Superintendent, Local Policing Commander (West) 
Northamptonshire Police informed us of intelligence gathering in respect of 
online marketplace disposal of items that have been stolen, ANPR research of 
vehicular movements during the period of note and ongoing patrol and 
proactive deployment of response and neighbourhood staff as well as Rural 
Crime Team and officers from Specialist Operations including Road Crime 
Team and Dog Support. 
 
We all face new councils in May.  To those retiring from parish council duty, we 
wish the very best.  To those seeking to carry on we wish good fortune in your 
election process.      
 
 

 
District Councillors Sarah Peck & John Shephard 
March 2021 
 


