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Boughton/Pitsford Local Liaison Group Meeting 
 

25th February 2022 at 10am 
 

Present     Representing 
 
Phil Watson    North Northamptonshire Council (NNC) 
Maureen Holliday   Cllr for Pitsford Parish Council 
Simon Phipps    Cllr for Boughton Parish Council 
Charlie Browne     Cllr for Boughton Parish Council 
Ciara Wanstall     Clerk for Boughton Parish Council 
Matthew Ayres    The Bennie Group 
Adam Patrick    The Bennie Group 
Shane Jackson    The Bennie Group 
Councillor John Shephard  Cllr for West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) & 

Cllr for Boughton Parish Council 

1. Apologies 

Charlie Browne    Cllr for Boughton Parish Council  
Helen Marsden    NNC 
Peter Moore    NNC 

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting (24.02.2021) 

The last meeting was one year ago and no matters arising from the minutes were 
deemed necessary to discuss. 

3. Operators Update - Boughton Quarry 

3.1 The site is still operating as a hardcore recycling facility as it has done for many 
years. Bennies anticipate no dramatic change in the next year. 

3.2 Planning permission to move the Boughton operations to the Pitsford site is not yet 
approved. Bennies noted that if they cannot repeat the operations at Pitsford and the 
process becomes too problematic they may have to just stay where they are.  

3.3 If Bennies are able to move the operations to Pitsford as intended, then they will  
execute plans infill / decommission plans, take the shed down, arrange Western 
Power Distribution to move the electricity sub-station, ensuring all proper due 
diligence is followed in line with the Environment Agency (EA),  and then commence 
with filling. It would be a similar strategy to the infill that took place at Harlestone.  

3.4 Planning permission has been granted for backfilling of the site but it was noted that 
the process can be very lengthy. The timescale is subject to the timescale of the EA, 
which is understandably behind due to COVID delays.  

3.5 Bennies confirmed DK Concrete are still tenants onsite but no other tenants remain.  

4. Operators Update - Pitsford Quarry 
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4.1 Operations have been going very well and the stone reserves are diminishing 
quickly. Bennies confirmed they have been chasing the rock, once it pulled out, they 
are restoring the area to look tidy. Cllr Phipps noted that the left hand side of 
meadow with the bund, has been left very neat and tidy. Bennies thanked the Cllr for 
this observation.  

4.2 Bennies confirmed that the area in the flower meadow will also be backfilled and you 
will not realise it was quarried in about 3 months’ time. The top soil stripped in the 
area will grow back in the same area and flowers will come back as the seed base in 
the soil. 

4.3 Bennies also noted that under the restoration plans they are to create a pond, which 
hopefully locals will come to appreciate. 

4.4 Bennies are in the process of business planning. The timeframe for the future 
phases is dependent on assessing viability. Bennies anticipates assessment of the 
options/scenarios will be carried out this year. Bennies confirmed that in any event, 
Phase 1 will be the last to be restored as they work their way out of the quarry site.  

4.5 Phil Watson made a note to ensure the map of the phasing plans is regularised in-
line with current working and expectations.                                Action: Phil Watson 

4.6 Phil noted that the planning application to move the Boughton operations to Pitsford 
has not given rise to significant objections. He recognised that the proposed 
planning conditions may have complications for Bennies. Bennies welcome a 
meeting with the planning team to discuss the consents before a decision is made 
on the planning application.  

4.7 Cllr Phipps noted that footpath at the side of bund, is often water logged. Bennies 
felt that any flooding issues they needed to deal with have now been resolved. The 
water travels across quarry and into the valley and down to ditch by the footpath. 
Bennies suggested a complaint is logged with the Rights of Way officer at WNC. Cllr 
Holliday confirmed she will do this.                                                  Action: Cllr Holliday 

4.8 Cllr Holliday said a parishioner had commented to her that there is a  lack of signage 
outside the front of quarry. Bennies felt the signage was adequate but welcomed 
any suggestions. Bennies said the parishioner could raise their concerns with 
Highways, if they felt there was a safety issue. 

4.9 Bennies said they have many plans in the pipeline to emphasise community 
engagement. Bennies want to promote the area for the benefit of the local 
community. The site supports local businesses with the coffee shop and pancake 
van and the operation is going from strength to strength. Bennies said that locals 
can make use of the woodland put in place by them, the site has free parking and 
hopefully toilets soon. 

4.10 It was noted that Boughton Parish Council are meeting with Moulton College 
regarding fencing around their land. It was understood that such fencing did not 
affect access to the Quarry from Boughton.  

4.11 A general comment was made that a co-ordinated effort should be made in line with 
the Spatial Options plans/consultation. 
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5. Environment Agency Update 

Not present. 

6. NCC Update 

6.1 Phil Watson noted whilst he is employed by North Northamptonshire Council (under 
the new unitary structure) his team of 4 members still continues to cover both North 
and West areas.  

6.2 There are calls to review the structure but it has not been decided whether there will 
be a new plan for each of the North and West authorities or just one plan for the 
mineral planning authority. 

6.3 Phil noted that is due to retire soon and this could be as early as July 2022.  

6.4 Special thanks were expressed by several attendees to Phil for his efforts over the 
years and best wishes were extended to him for his future endeavours.   

7. Date of Next Meeting 

No date was set. A meeting can be arranged as/when required by members of the LLG. 


