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BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Boughton Parish Council held at Boughton Village Hall, 
Butchers Lane, Boughton, on Monday 14th February 2022 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Councillors: Cllr Carolyn Penny, Cllr Karen Fletcher, Cllr John Shephard (Chair of the 

meeting),  Cllr Simon Phipps, Cllr David James, Cllr Charlie Brown, Cllr Nasir 
Chatta and Cllr Rosie McDonnell  

  
Apologies: Cllr Sam Di Pane,  Cllr Roy Adams 
  
Also present: Ciara Wanstall (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) 
  
Members of the 
Public: 

Paul Miller (PCSO) 

 
22/2592 Welcome  
 
Cllr John Shephard “the Chair” welcomed everyone to the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
22/2593 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received for Cllr Sam Di Pane and Cllr Roy Adams. The apologies were 
accepted.    
 
The Clerk reported that Cllr Nicola Abrahams gave notice of her resignation as a Councillor today, 
but she continues to offer her support to the Council should any ad-hoc tasks be suitable. 
 
22/2594 Declarations of Interest (on Agenda items only) 
 
Cllr Simon Phipps declared an interest in planning item WND/2021/0766. There were no other 
declarations of interest.  
 
22/2595 Approve the Minutes of the last full Council meeting held on 10 January 2022 
 

Resolved: to accept the minutes of the last full Council meeting as a true and accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed electronically by the Chair. 

 
22/2596 Public Open Forum Session 
 
Paul Miller, the PCSO, said he was working in the area and was trying to attend parish meetings 
where he can. He reported that crime generally is low in the area: 

 4 houses on the new development were broken into and had their boilers stolen. The Police 
have a forensic hit for the scene of the crime and will make further enquiries.  

 A report of criminal damage against a cat (the cat was shot with an air rifle). 
 Reports of criminal damage to Church Brampton golf course (motorbikes driving across the 

land)  
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 Reports of anti-social behaviour in Harlestone Firs and use of quad bikes on a farmer’s field.  
 The defendants charged with operating an unauthorised waste site at Boughton Springs 

(often lighting fires) have pleaded guilty and will be sentenced in March.  
 
Paul said he would be unable to attend to the Parish’s Jubilee Celebrations. He said if the Clerk 
emails him, he can provide the relevant contact details for the emergency services to carry out an 
assessment of the site.  

Action: Clerk  
22/2597 Planning Application for comment  
 
 WND/2021/0766 - Bunkers Hill Farm, Moulton Road, Pitsford (Boughton Parish), 

Northamptonshire. Conversion of agricultural building to single dwelling with a single storey 
extension. 

 
It was noted that the Council reviewed the planning application in December. The application 
has not been amended but a “Change of Ownership” document has been added to the 
planning portal. Therefore, the re-consultation period must start again.   
Resolved: to take no further action as the Council previously responded.  

 
 WND/2022/0024 - 5, Spinney Close, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SD. Demolition of 

existing conservatory and porch. Construction of single storey rear extension, new porch to 
front of dwelling new front dormer and alterations to existing front dormer (revised 
scheme).  
Resolved: to respond no comment.  

 
 WND/2022/0016 - Church View, Spring Close, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SJ. 

Construction of roof terrace to first floor rear elevation with glass balustrading and 1.8m high 
solid obscure screen to north facing elevation (retrospective). 
Resolved: to respond no comment. 

 
 WND/2022/0055 - The Whyte Melville, Church Street, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 

8SG. Replacement signage. 
Resolved: to respond no comment.  

 
22/2598 Queen Jubilee Weekend Celebration 
 
The Clerk reported that the developers of Buckton Fields are happy for the event to go ahead on 
the public open space (Meadow Green) but they have requested that the Council consult with local 
residents and First Port (the management company).  
 
It was agreed for the Clerk to prepare a letter, specifically for the residents who live opposite the 
open space and ask Nicola Abraham to hand deliver them if she is able to.  

Action: Clerk 
Cllr Carolyn Penny gave a brief overview of the itinerary for the event at Buckton Fields on Thursday 
2 June 2022:- 

 From 6pm onwards - Street food vans (savoury, sweet and alcohol)  
 The Parish Council have booked a DJ/compare to provide background music  
 A variety of entertainment from a local dance show, a bubble show etc, will build up 

to the lighting of the beacon at around 9.45pm. 
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Councillors were asked to confirm their availability to volunteer on the day so a rota could be drawn 
up. 

Action: all Councillors 
 

Cllrs Karen Fletcher, Carolyn Penny and Rosie McDonnell have identified various locations for 
planting trees for the Queen’s Canopy project. Cllr Karen Fletcher’s recommendation would be to 
plant fewer, but more mature trees.  
 

Resolved: to ask Cllr Karen Fletcher to further consider planting around 8 trees at the Pocket 
Park and report back at the next confirming costs and the Trustees approval.  
 
Resolved: to ask the Clerk to obtain a quote for planting said 8 trees, when the details are 
agreed.  
 
Resolved: to ask the Clerk to ascertain ownership of any private land identified as a potential 
location for further tree planting in the future. 
                  Action: Cllr Karen Fletcher, Clerk 

22/2599 Pitsford/Boughton Quarry LLG 
 
It was noted the next Local Liaison Group meeting will be held virtually on 25th February 2022. A 
copy of the minutes will be circulated in due course.  
 
22/2600 New fencing being erected around the public footpaths in Boughton 
 
Without Prejudice to the Council’s discussion with Moulton College:-  
 

 Moulton College are erecting fencing around their land (which lies predominantly between 
Spectacle Lane and Boughton Grotto) as they intend to put cattle and sheep into the fields. 

 
 There are two public footpaths which cross Moulton’s land and whilst the public footpaths 

remain open, the fencing restricts access to Boughton Grotto (a grade 2 listed heritage site) 
 

 The principal of Moulton College arranged for the Chair to meet with their land agent at the 
site and discuss access to the land, in particular Boughton Grotto.  
 

 The agent has agreed in principle to discuss with the Parish Council a permissive footpath 
scheme. The Council have suggested the route is circular. 

 
Councillors raised queries about whether access from public footpath CC13 toward Spectacle Lane 
could be provided as a permissive footpath, as this also has been a route used by many.  
 

Resolved: to ask the Chair to report back at the next meeting about the permissive footpath 
scheme (to the Grotto and/or Spectacle Lane) 

Action: Chair 
22/2601 WNC’s Tree Policy and Strategy Task and Finish Group 
 
The Clerk reported that Cllr Karen Fletcher spent several hours researching the topic and produced 
a draft response, which was reviewed by Cllrs Carolyn Penny and Rosie McDonnell and the Clerk.  
 

Resolved: to submit the response to WNC                                                             Action: Clerk 
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Cllr Rosie McDonnell reported that she had received a quote of £1,611 + VAT from Plantscape to 
replicate the planters from last year. Rosie queried whether the Council should:-  

 consider putting one planter on each side of Home Farm Drive (Buckton Fields entrance) as 
an addition to the quote; 

 put only 1 planter in place at the village sign on Moulton Lane (as the grass verges often hid 
the planter on the opposite side); and 

 ask if the height of the street light planters can be reduced so they are more easily seen. 
 

Resolved: to approve Cllr McDonnell’s recommendations and approve a budget of £2,500 + 
VAT on planters across the Parish so that they are in place by the end of May 2022. 
 
Resolved: to ask the Clerk to contact the developers to confirm that the planters can be 
placed at Buckton Fields. 

                  Action: Cllr Rosie McDonnell, Clerk 
22/2602 Buckton Fields 
 
Flooding:-  
 
The Clerk reported that photos of flooding on the public open space were taken on the 9th & 19th 
January and 9th & 10th February and were reported to the developers, who have asked their 
contractor Isaac Mercer to look into the matter. The Clerk hopes to provide an update at the next 
meeting.                                                                                                                                          Action: Clerk  
 
The Chair reported he spoke with David Joseph of Bloor Homes who confirmed potential drainage 
issues are holding up the management transfer to First Port. David Joseph confirmed cameras have 
been put down the drains and they are working as designed but he conceded there were pools of 
water in certain places on the open spaces. 
 
Phase 3:-  
 
Cllr John Shephard attended the Strategic Planning Committee earlier in the day, in which the 
planning application by Taylor Wimpey for phase 3 was recommended for approval. The expected 
Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) payment from this phase is expected to around £260,000.  
 
Phase 3  consists of 262 dwellings and 3 three storey blocks of flats, 2 of which would be operated 
by a housing association.  Scott Davidson the Managing Director of the company that has bought 
the land for the local centre advised the planning committee that it had been agreed to  let the 
principal unit to Tesco, with opening hours of 7am – 11pm.  He was in advanced discussion about 
letting both smaller units. 
 
22/2603 Repairs & Maintenance  
 

Resolved: to instruct the contractor to carry out the work to refurbish the three benches  - 
Harborough Road, Vyse Road/A508 and Vyse Road (opposite Howard Lane). The benches are 
to be repaired, where necessary, sanded, varnished and painted to protect them against the 
elements for a fixed fee of £500. 

Action: Clerk 
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22/2604 Speedwatch 
 
The Chair reported the Parish have the speeding equipment for the whole of March 2022 and the 
designated locations are Vyse Road and Moulton Lane. There are currently 20 volunteers but more 
sessions could be organised if more volunteers come forward. The Chair suggested it might be useful 
to carry out sessions for Buckton Fields.  
 

Resolved: to ask the Vice-Chair, Cllr David James, to speak with the headteacher of the school  
Action: Cllr David James 

22/2605 Street Lighting Upgrade 
 
The Clerk reported it was previously resolved to consider quotes to upgrade the street lighting to 
LED (minute 21/2568). The Clerk circulated paperwork prior to the meeting and summarised the 
following:- 
 

 EON Zeta Inuit/hexelex 
Cost: £13,170 + VAT £10,560 + VAT £14,570 + VAT 
Energy 
reduction: 

 62%  up to 87% * 
 

 60% 

Warranty:  1 year  10 year   5 year  
Return on 
capital 
investment: 

 just over 7 years  just over 4 years  just over 6 years 

 
* as the manufacturer they can programme the light to use less during off peak times e.g. midnight 
to 5am. This can be changed should the Parish wish so.  
 
The Parish Council reviewed the brochure provided by Zeta and queried whether they should 
consider further investment in changing the poles of the street lights. 
 

Resolved: to instruct Zeta to carry out a site visit and consider costs to replace the street 
lights entirely (possibly with heritage lights) instead of an LED upgrade. The Clerk to report 
back. 

Action: Clerk 
22/2606 Training 
 
The Clerk noted it was previously resolved for the Clerk to undertake CILCA training and for the 
Parish Council to pay the associated costs (minute 21/2429). Once the Clerk is qualified the Parish 
Council will be able to benefit from the “General Power of Competence”.  
 
A pre-requisite of the CILCA course, is for the Clerk to undertake the ILCA course (Introduction to 
Local Council Administration). The course consists of 5 modules, online, with an assessment after 
each module. Participants are asked to allow at least 2 hours for each module (10 hours total).   
 
The remaining “training budget” for 21/22 is £231. The cost of the course is £120 + VAT  
 

Resolved: to approve the cost of the ILCA course for £120 + VAT. 

 
The Clerk agreed to undertake the course during February/March 2022.             Action: Clerk 
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The CILCA training consists of the Clerk attending 21 hours of workshops, as follows:-  
 

1. 23 March 2022   9.30 – 12.30 
2. 27 April 2022  9.30 – 12.30 
3. 18 May 2022  9.30 – 12.30 
4. 22 June 2022  9.30 – 12.30 
5. 20 July 2022  9.30 – 12.30 
6. 7 September 2022 9.30 – 12.30 
7. 12 October 2022 9.30 – 12.30 

 
The Clerk must then submit an assignment for each of the 30 Learning Objectives. The Clerk 
anticipates to the complete the course by the end of March 2023. The cost of the CILCA course has 
been factored into the 22/23 budget. 
 
NCALC require the Clerk and the Parish Council to enter into a “Learner Agreement” which sets out 
the commitment and expectation of all parties. 
 

Resolved: to sign the Learner Agreement so the Clerk can pursue the CILCA qualification. 
 
22/2607 Finance/Legal 
 

Resolved: to approve the proposed cheque payments. 
 

Payable to Cheque 
No 

Details of Payment Amount  
(no VAT)      

VAT      Total Cheque 
Payment (inc 

VAT) 

Ciara 
Wanstall C2384  Employment & office 

related expenses £1,225.07 £2.70 £1,227.77 

E.on  C2385  
Street Light 

Maintenance Q3 (end 
Dec 21) 

£153.90 £30.78 £184.68 

NCALC C2386  Audit training 26.01.22 £30.00 £0.00 £30.00 

Npower C2387 
Electricity (street lights) 

Jan 22 - final bill £277.60 £55.52 £333.12 

 
The Clerk reported that the Highways have offered the Parish Council the opportunity to cut the 
grass within the highway for the sum of £353 toward the cost (the same as before).  
 

Resolved: to enter into the s.136 LGA 1972 agreement with Highways, to cut grass verges 
and receive a sum of £353 total for the work. 

Action: Clerk 
22/2608 West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) - Councillor’s Report on matters arising since 
the last meeting 
 



 

7 
 

Cllr John Shephard reported that spades are expected to be in the ground in March 22 for the North 
West Relief Road (NWRR) and the construction period is expected to last around 20-23months.  
 
Cllr Shephard briefly explained:-  

 part 1 of WNC’s strategic plan includes the consultation on the spacial options.  
 WNC have received over 1,600 responses to the consultation, so the timescale to report to 

the planning policy committee is likely to be put back (possibly to September 22).  
 Once the report is put the committee, cabinet must then agree a draft strategy which is then 

put to public consultation. Following this, it is then put to the planning inspector.   
 It is thought that this whole process is likely to take 3 years, if not longer.  

 
Cllr Shephard recently met with Graham Carr (project director for the NWRR):- 

 a planning condition of the NWRR is that a form of traffic calming is discussed and agreed 
with the Parish Council  

 It was agreed that the principal objective is to deter traffic through the village  
 There will be a full consultation of residents on proposals, conducted jointly by the Parish 

Council and WNC Highways.  4 possible solutions were presented, as talking points. 
 As a preliminary step a task and finish group would meet to discuss further 

 
Cllr David James queried how Buckton Fields would fit into the traffic calming scheme. Cllr Shephard 
confirmed that Graham Carr said he was not aware of said issue but he agreed to look at the traffic 
data and report back. Cllr Shephard noted that it could be trialled to increase the traffic light waiting 
times (at Welford Road) as a deterrent but this of course would be an inconvenience to the 
residents.  
 

Resolved: to set up a Task and Finish Group (ideally one person from each street) to 
consider possible solution for traffic calming in the Parish 

Action: Chair 
22/2609 Suspension of Standing Order 3 (x) 
 
Paragraph 3 (x) of the Standing Orders stated that a meeting should not exceed a period of 2 hours.  

Resolved: to suspend Standing Order 3 (x) to enable the meeting to extend beyond 9.00pm.  
 
22/2608 To consider the exclusion of the press and public 
 

Resolved: to exclude the press and public from the meeting as it would be prejudicial to 
the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
This was in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admission to meetings) Act 1960.  

 
22/2609 Legal Matters 
 
The Parish Council received an update regarding a proposal to transfer the public open spaces at 
Boughton Rise from the developers to the responsibility of the Parish Council. 
 

Resolved: to obtain quotes for legal fees and report back at the next meeting. 
Action: Clerk 

 22/2610 Urgent Matters for Report Only (Notified to the Chair before the Meeting) 
 
There were no matters for report. 
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22/2611 To review items for discussion at future meetings (Information Only) 
 

 Next Full Council meeting will be on Monday 14 March 2022 at 7pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 21:30 pm 
 
 
Chairman  …………………………………………………………..    Date:           14 March  2022 
 


