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BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Boughton Parish Council held at Boughton Village Hall, 
Butchers Lane, Boughton, on Monday 13th December 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Councillors: Cllr Nicola Abraham, Cllr Carolyn Penny, Cllr Karen Fletcher, Cllr John 

Shephard (Chair of the meeting),  Cllr Simon Phipps and Cllr Rosie McDonnell  
  
Apologies: Cllr David James, Cllr Sam Di Pane,  Cllr Charlie Brown, Cllr Roy Adams, 
  
Also present: Ciara Wanstall (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) 
  
Members of the 
Public: 

Nasir Chatha (Buckton Fields) & Richard Weatherley (Vyse Road)  

 
21/2555 Welcome  
 
Cllr John Shephard “the Chair” welcomed everyone to the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
21/2556 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received for Cllrs Sam Di Pane, David James, Charlie Browne and Roy 
Adams. The apologies were accepted.    
 
21/2557 Declarations of Interest (on Agenda items only) 
 
Cllr Simon Phipps declared an interest in planning application number WND/2021/0766 - Bunkers 
Hill Farm.  There were no other declarations of interest.  
 
21/2558 Approve the Minutes of the last full Council meeting held on 8 November 2021 
 

Resolved: to accept the minutes of the last full Council meeting as a true and accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed electronically by the Chair. 

 
21/2559 Receive the Planning Committee Minutes of 22 November 2021 
 
The minutes were noted and received. 
 
21/2560 Public Open Forum Session 
 
Nasir Chatha and Richard Weatherley were both present to put themselves forward for the 
Councillor vacancy and they were happy to speak at item 9.   
 
Cllr Simon Phipps spoke as a member of the public, noting that his farm currently has planning 
permission to convert the threshing barn into two dwellings. He would like the threshing barn to 
remain as part of the courtyard to the main house. This application is to convert a breeze block barn 
into one dwelling. Therefore, there would be an overall deduction in the number of dwellings 
proposed. Simon confirmed that there is no need for a breeze block barn of that size and that during 
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the “pre-application” stage the planning officer from West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) visited 
the site and was supportive of the plans as they felt they would be of benefit to the area.  
 
21/2561 Planning Application for comment 
 

 WND/2021/0766 - Bunkers Hill Farm, Moulton Road, Pitsford (Boughton Parish), 
Northamptonshire. Conversion of agricultural building to single dwelling with a single storey 
extension. 
 
Cllr Simon Phipps left the meeting room. 
 
Resolved: to comment the Parish Council welcome the application. 
 
Cllr Simon Phipps returned to the meeting. 
 

 WND/2021/0568 (Amended) - Orchard Cottage, Moulton Lane, Boughton, 
Northamptonshire, NN2 8RG. Construction of replacement dwelling. 
 
Cllr Rosie McDonnell as a member of the public wished to comment that the amended plans 
have resulted in the house being 1m narrower but she felt the street view plan drawn by the 
architect was not to scale. She felt her house was roughly 7m high and the proposed 
development would be 8.3m high, she also noted that the plan showed the property at an 
angle which did not seem representative of the current house in situ. Rosie emphasised the 
need for the footings of the new development to be checked at an early stage, the side of 
the property to be rendered to reflect light and that standard construction hours are 
imposed. 
 
Whilst Cllr Rosie McDonnell noted that she did not have a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, she 
volunteered to the leave the meeting room whilst the Council deliberated. 
 
Resolved: to comment the Parish Council remain concerned about the scale of the 
development and impact on light as previously raised. The Council ask the planning officer 
to ensure development is built in accordance with the approved plans.  

Action: Clerk 
 Cllr Rosie McDonnell returned to the meeting.  
 
The Chair reported that the following planning application was received this afternoon:- 
 

 WND/2021/0833 - Obelisk Centre, Obelisk Rise, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8UE. 
Removal of 22m monopole, replacement with 23.1m monopole with 12 No. antenna, siting 
of ancillary equipment including RRU's, GPS module and a CSC cabinet. this afternoon to 
amend pole and antenna replacement.  

 
The Council noted that because the application is not on the meeting agenda, no formal decision 
can be made this evening. Overall, the Councillors felt this type of infrastructure is needed and 
proposed that they would have no comment to make on the application, in any event.  
 
 
 
 



 

3 
 

21/2562 Agree a response to West Northamptonshire Council’s Spatial Options Consultation 
 
The Clerk previously circulated a detailed draft response. Cllr Karen Fletcher noted that Grange Park 
Parish Council’s response refers to the lack of development on brownfield sites and suggested 
Boughton Parish Council should re-iterate the same sentiment. 
 

Resolved: to approve the draft letter subject to the suggested amendment of including a 
paragraph about development on brownfield sites. 

Action: Clerk 
21/2563 Councillor vacancy 
 
Nasir Chatta explained that was an international student in London studying to be a charactered 
accountant in 2004 and upon graduating decided to settle in England. His wife is a doctor and was 
offered a position at Northampton General Hospital in 2015. They have lived, with their 2 boys in 
Buckton Fields since 2017. Nasir felt that he has always been welcomed by the community and 
would like to give back and contribute where he can. During the pandemic he volunteered to assist 
vulnerable people in isolation and recently collected donations for the poppy appeal. He also been 
involved with charity fundraising for schools in Africa.   
 
Richard Weatherley said that he has lived in the village since 1995. His background is in 
telecommunications and he had previously owned/run a business employing over 200 people. Since 
2000 he has run the Northampton Science Park, managing 45 individual units. Richard said he has a 
keen interest in politics and the local village and has previously attended Council meetings. Richard 
is keen to know more about the changes and developments proposed, how they impact upon the 
parish and how he can make a contribution.  
 
The Chair thanked both applicants for applying and taking the time to attend the meeting. To 
promote transparency the Councillors voted in public open session. Before the vote, the Clerk noted 
that should any further vacancies arise, she will let the other candidate know. 
 

Resolved: to co-opt Nasir Chatta and he duly signed the acceptance of office so he could 
continue the meeting as a Councillor.  

Action: Clerk 
21/2564 Buckton Fields Liaison Forum  
 
The Clerk prior to the meeting circulated a copy of the minutes from the meeting on 1 December 
2021. The minutes were noted by the Council. 
 
21/2565 Boughton Rise  
 
The Chair reported that the Boughton Rise development (located between Holly Lodge Drive and 
Boughton Green Road) has two small open spaces that continue to be managed by the developer, 
Bellway Homes & Connolly Homes.  
 
Suggestions of planting a tree for the Queen Jubilee, and also installing a noticeboard, ultimately 
raise questions about investment/maintenance of land not owned by the Council.  The Chair noted 
that typically if a public open space is transferred to the ownership of the Parish Council, then the 
transferor pays a commuted sum to the Council. This is typically 15 years of maintenance costs.  
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The Councillors were asked to consider whether discussions should take place about taking on the 
ownership of the land for the benefit of the community.  
 

Resolved: to ask the Clerk to pursue conversations with the developers and report back.   
Action: Clerk 

POST MEETING NOTE: 
 
Land owned by Connolly Homes                                   Land owned by Bellway Homes 
 

                    
 
Whilst the legal titles suggest the roads are unadopted, the Highways interactive map shows them 
as adopted highways (see below). 
 

 
 
21/2566 Highways 
 
The Clerk previously circulated a draft copy of the grass cutting tender.  
 
Queries were raised about the grass verges on Vyse Road (specifically where the telegraph poles sit) 
and whether a professional should be instructed to carry out this work. Cllr Simon Phipps thought 
that the cables would be protected and was happy to assess the site and report back. 
 

Resolved: to approve tender as drafted on a 3 year term with 1 year break clause. 
 
21/2567 Environment  
 
The Council reiterated the importance of organising a LLG meeting in the new year.  

Action: Clerk 
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21/2568 Street Lighting  
 
The Clerk previously circulated quotes for a new supplier. The Clerk noted that electricity rates have 
continue to increase. The cheapest quote (a 4 year deal with SSE) previously estimated costs to be 
£2,581.39 per year, it is now estimated to be £2,720.74 per year.   
 

Resolved: to enter into the current 4 year deal with SSE (via the energy broker). 
Action: Clerk 

 
The Clerk noted that further cost savings could be achieved by upgrading the street lighting to LED. 
E.on reported that by changing the bulbs from 42W PLT to 18W Holphane, the electricity usage 
could decrease by over 60%.  

 
Lamp Type Load Burning Hours k/w /year 

42W PLT 47W 4149 195 

18W LED 18W 4104 73.87 
 
Resolved: to obtain competitive quotes to upgrade the street lights for the next meeting  

Action: Clerk 
21/2569 Queen Jubilee Weekend Celebration 
 
The Chair reported a brief overview of the suggested itinerary:-  
 

 13:00 on 2 June (Thursday): Town Criers are being invited to undertake the Proclamation 
announcing the lighting of the beacons later that evening.  

 17:00 (onwards) of 2 June (Thursday): A street food festival theme and entertainment for 
residents. Beacon lit to celebrate The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, supported by a piper at 
around 21:00. Suggested to be lit at Buckton Fields as they benefit from a good sunset view.  

 12:00 on 5 June (Sunday): “Big Lunches” in the village with a sports day and other activities. 
 
The Clerk reported food vendors interested in taking part range from a prosecco van, a creperie, a 
cake/desserts stall and a pizza van. The Chair noted that should Boughton Park be utilised on the 
Sunday, permission for the event would be on the basis the event was not commercial i.e., residents 
bring their own picnic (not commercial food vans). If the Parish Council wish to have food vans, then 
the closure of Church Street would need to be considered.  
 

Resolved: to have a commercial street food festival event at Buckton Fields, only, on 
Thursday 2 June. The event in Boughton Park on Sunday 5 June  to be a bring your own picnic. 

 
The Clerk reported that the Working Group request a budget of £2.50 per head x 2,000 residents = 
£5,000. Such costs must be paid from general reserves (the event would not meet the definition to 
utilise CIL money). 
 

Resolved: to approve a budget of up to £5,000. 
 

Resolved: to ask Cllrs Rosie, Karen, Nicola, Simon to report back to the full Council, by 
February, on the jubilee plantings scheme.  

 
Action: Cllrs Rosie, Karen, Nicola, Simon 
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21/2570 Finance/Legal 
 

Resolved: to approve the following cheques for payment in December 2021, by unanimous 
decision.  

 
Payable to Cheque 

No 
Details of 
Payment 

Amount  
(no VAT)      

VAT      Total Cheque 
Payment (inc VAT) 

Ciara Wanstall  C2375 
Employment & 
office related 

expenses  
£1,353.58 £23.03 £1,376.61 

NCALC  C2376 
Training (previous 
cheque 2347 lost) 

£114.00 £0.00 £114.00 

The Police & Crime 
Commissioner for 
Northamptonshire 

C2377 
PCSO 1 Oct 21 - 31 

Mar 22 
£7,243.85 £0.00 £7,243.85 

E.on Street 
Lighting  

 C2378 
Street Lighting (1 

Oct - 30 Nov) 
£441.67 £22.08 £463.75 

CPRE 
Northamptonshire  

 C2379 Membership £36.00 £0.00 £36.00 

 
Payments made in November 2021 - for report to the Council 
 

Date Payable to Direct 
Debit Details of Payment Total Amount  

23/11/2021 Aviva  Direct 
Debit 

Monthly Administration Fee 
November 2021 £45 

Total Direct Debit Payments: £45 

 
Draft budget 22/23 
 
The Clerk reported:-  

 the precept for 21/22 was £60,000.  
 expenditure for 21/22 is expected to roughly £48,341 (including forecasts for Q4). 
 resulting in a surplus of over £11,000, bringing the total reserves to an estimated 

£59,376.91 (as of 01.04.22).  
 a Council of this size is expected to maintain around 6 -9 months of operational costs (i.e., 

48,341/12 * 9 = £36,255.75) 
 The Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) is a restricted fund (currently £214,701.58 as of 

30.11.21) and is in addition to the general reserves. 
 
The current draft budget for 22/23 estimates annual costs of £63,317. It was proposed that the 
budget be funded by a precept of £48,000 (based on the estimated expenditure for 21/22) and 
that the surplus (up to £15,317) is funded by general reserves. 
 
Councillors were conscious that significant legal & consulting fees may be incurred in the next 
financial year, particularly in respect of WNC’s spatial options consultation.  
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Resolved: to increase the overall budget to £70,317 (including a £12,000 legal & consulting 
budget) and the budget to be funded by a precept of £55,000 and general reserves of up to 
£15,317.  

 
The Clerk reported that the Council Tax Base (the number of houses which contribute to the 
precept) has not been finalised but is expected to increase from 899.1 to 975.85.  
 
The Chair noted that overall, this would mean that even if the precept was kept the same the 
individual cost to each parishioner should be less as more houses are sharing the cost. However, it 
does mean that the Parish’s contribution to the PCSO sponsorship will increase proportionately.  
 
HR/Personnel 
 

Resolved: to confirm that the Clerk successfully passed the probation period stipulated in the 
unsigned/old contract of employment. A revised employment contract to be signed by the 
Chair and Clerk, with the commencement date being 1 May 2021. 

 
21/2571 West Northamptonshire Councillor Report on matters arising since last meeting 
 
There were no matters for report. 
 

21/2572 Urgent Matters for Report Only (Notified to the Chair before the Meeting) 
 
There were no matters for report. 
 

21/2573 Date of Next Meeting (Information Only) 
 

 Next Full Council meeting will be on Monday 10 January 2022at 7pm. 
 
The meeting closed at 21.11pm 
 
 
Chairman  ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Date:           10 January 2022 


