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13 December 2021 
 
West Northamptonshire Council 

By email: strategicplan@westnorthants.gov.uk 
 
Dear Sirs, 

Spatial Options Consultation 2021 

Given the detrimental impact the spatial options could have, Boughton Parish Council wish to 
express their concerns in a concise and direct manner. The brevity of this letter should not 
undermine the validity of the concerns. 

Exponential growth to Boughton  

 The options put forward identify 30,550 dwellings. 
 If options 1a/b are progressed, then Boughton will provide over 11% of the total options for West 

Northamptonshire. 
 This is grossly unfair to a historic village which has:-  

o typically had a population of under 1,000 residents (not dwellings),  
o seen planning permission granted for a new housing estate of 1,050 dwellings, despite 

significant objections and concerns being raised; and 
o recently seen planning permission granted for an additional 85 dwellings. 

Boughton’s History 

 Many of the 237 sites identified are unlikely to have the same historical significance as Boughton 
o It is mentioned in the Domesday Book in 1086.  
o The village is rich in archaeological remains, including Saxon and Roman sites.  
o From 1351 to 1916, Boughton Fair was reputed to be the biggest in the country.  
o The ruined church of St John the Baptist saw a significant investment of £200,000 by 

Heritage England in 2018/19 as it continues to be a local point of interest.  

Medium to high landscape sensitivity  

 The consultation paper highlights that the options in Boughton require careful consideration. 
This could result in delay and increased costs to both the planning and construction phases. 
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 Focus should be on sites that are less problematic, as there are numerous examples of 
developers reducing affordable homes or delaying the building of infrastructure because the site 
has simply become too costly for them.  

 Whilst the consultation refers to protection of some green space, an increase of 1,500 dwellings 
to the village does not maintain its historical integrity and important landscape.  

Consideration should be given to: - 

 Sites for brand new settlements would significantly ease the pressure on the sites identified. 
Such sites should take precedence before putting additional strain on existing villages. 
 

 The development of brownfield sites. Boris Johnson at the Conservative Party Conference of 
2021 said “You can also see how much there is to build the homes that young families need in 
this country not on green fields not just jammed in the southeast but beautiful homes on 
brownfield sites in places where homes make sense”. 

 

 Option 1b should be regarded as two options; land north of and land south of Moulton Lane. 
o Further dwellings in this area, to the north of and accessed by Moulton Lane, would 

further exacerbate existing traffic problems already recognised to be generated by the 
NWRR. 

o Land north of Moulton Lane should be wholly disregarded. Development at this location 
is unsustainable and would adversely impact upon the conservation area of the village.    

o Land south of Moulton Lane is proposed to be accessed via Holly Lodge Drive. Whilst the 
extent of the development represents a further unplanned expansion to the parish, the 
Council notes the proposed drawing submitted by the developer does maintain a green 
wedge.  

 

 Option 1a is likely to contribute to poor air pollution of the neighboring parish of Kingsthorpe 
which already has a high population density. Development of this area should only be considered 
if it can deliver a sustainable, eco-friendly scheme.  

The Council identifies a hierarchy of response to the proposals within the parish. Its view is that the 
land north of Moulton Lane is entirely unsuitable for housing and should be kept free from 
development. Land south of Moulton Lane would lead to significant, currently unplanned, expansion 
of the village but clearly has less impact so long as the green wedge is maintained. Development at 
land on site 1a has significant traffic implications on all the surrounding area, including Boughton.  

Yours faithfully 

Clerk to Boughton Parish Council 


