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BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting of Boughton Parish Council held at Boughton 
Village Hall, Butchers Lane, Boughton, on Monday 25th October 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Councillors: Cllr Charlie Browne, Cllr Nicola Abraham, Cllr Karen Fletcher, Cllr John 

Shephard, Cllr Simon Phipps and Cllr Rosie McDonnell  
  
Apologies: Cllr Sam Di Pane, Cllr David James, Cllr Roy Adams and Cllr Carolyn Penny. 
  
Also present: Ciara Wanstall (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) 
  
Members of the 
Public: 

2 

 
21/01P Appoint a Chair of the Committee Meeting 
 
The Parish Clerk noted that the scope and terms of reference of the Committee are as set out in the 
document circulated at the last Parish Council meeting. As the first act of business, the Committee 
must appoint a Chair of the meeting. 
 
 Resolved: to appoint Cllr Simon Phipps as Chair of the meeting. 
 
21/02P Welcome from the Chair  
 
The Chair welcomed everyone to the first Planning Committee Meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
21/03P Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Sam Di Pane, Cllr David James, Cllr Roy Adams and 
Cllr Carolyn Penny. The apologies were accepted.    
 
21/04P Declarations of Interest (on Agenda items only) 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
21/05P Public Open Forum Session 
 
Cllr Rosie McDonnell wished to express her view on planning application WND/2021/0568 as a 
parishioner, not a Councillor.  
 
Olivia, resident of Byways, Butchers Lane, was also in attendance and wished to speak about 
planning application WND/2021/0588.  
 
Both Rosie and Olivia were happy to speak when the agenda item arose. 
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21/06P Planning Application for comment 
 

 WND/2021/0568 - Orchard Cottage, Moulton Lane, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8RG. 
Construction of replacement dwelling.  
 
Rosie stated that she was the immediate next door neighbour to the proposed development 
and she has concerns about light, height and proximity. Rosie noted that the extension 
would increase the roof height by 1.8m/6ft and she felt this would be inconsistent with the 
street scene. Rosie quoted page 30 of the Village Design Statement which states: 
“Where permission is granted for a new house or extension to an existing property on rising 
ground, extra care must be taken to ensure it does not dominate its neighbours’ properties, 
adversely alter the street scene or detract from views into or out of the village” 
 
Rosie did not object to the planning application but would ask that the following conditions 
are applied:  

o Reduce the height of the property so it is inline with the street scene 
o Render the side of the house (as well as the front and back) to allow light to bounce 

back 
o Impose standard construction site working hours of 8am – 6pm Monday to Friday, 

8am – 1pm on Saturdays and no working on a Sunday or Bank Holiday 
 
Rosie was conscious of her position as a Councillor on the Parish Council. Therefore, she 
chose to leave the room whilst the Councillors deliberated.  
 
The Committee noted that the Parish Council and any committee of the Council must strive 
to be objective. The Councillors also noted that there are previous examples of properties 
built up to the boundaries within the Parish and the Village Design Statement does 
specifically refer to domination and properties of an overbearing nature.  
 

Resolved: to ask the local planning officer to consider the effect to the immediate 
neighbour in respect of the height and scale of the development, the effect on light 
and whether it is overbearing. Secondly, to ask the planning officer to impose 
standard construction working hours as a condition of the application.  

 
 WND/2021/0588 - Byways, Butchers Lane, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SL. Demolish 

garage. Raise roof to enable three storey extension plus various associated alterations. 
 
Olivia noted the application refers to 3 storeys but she feels it is more 2.5 storeys which are 
required to create more space and generally renovate the property. Olivia clarified that the 
small square window in the gable of the house is for light, as the top floor is vaulted (there 
is not an additional storey despite what the window may suggest). 
 
Olivia explained that the plot to the property is tricky, the garden is on a steep slope and the 
house is 1.8m lower than the garden. They have recently had to dig out the garden to  put 
steps in place to access the lawn. Olivia noted they are not proposing to extend the 
boundaries of the property, that the neighbouring properties are much larger and her house 
is set back from the neighbours. Olivia also noted that sustainability is a large aspect of the 
design. The current house has terrible insulation and uses oil. They are currently looking at 
solar thermal energy to make it a more sustainable build and she supplied an image of the 
general design (a cape cod style with white clad).  
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Resolved: to respond no comment.  
 

 WND/2021/0112 - Fox Covert Hall, Harborough Road, Pitsford, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SR. 
Reinstatement of castellations, part conversion of stable block to home office and various 
works to coach house/garage block. 
Resolved: to respond no comment. 
 

 WND/2021/0113 - Fox Covert Hall, Harborough Road, Pitsford, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SR. 
Listed Building Consent for insertion of mezzanine floor and reinstatement of castellations 
at Fox Covert Hall, part conversion of stable block and cart shed to home office and various 
works to coach house/stable block. 
Resolved: to respond no comment. 

Action: Clerk 
 
21/07P Report on the invitation to respond to the Spatial Options Consultation of West 
Northamptonshire Council 
 
Cllr John Shephard explained that the current local plan “The West Northamptonshire Joint Core 
Strategy Local Plan (Part 1)” sets out the long-term vision and objectives for the plan period up to 
2029. John explained that a strategic plan typically refers to a development of 200+ houses and a  
part 2 plan refers to developments less than 200 houses.  
 
Using the standard method prescribed by national policy, the Housing and Economic Needs 
Assessment “the HENA” identifies an annual housing need of 2,139 dwellings for West 
Northamptonshire. Over a plan period of 2020-2050 this would equate to 64,170 dwellings. As of 1 
April 2021, approximately 33,860 dwellings are expected to come forward by 2050. Therefore, the 
West Northamptonshire Strategic Plan needs to make provision for approximately 30,000 dwellings. 
 
Cllr John Shephard noted that the spatial options provide for housing of up to 42,000 dwellings and 
explained the expected timescale proposed by West Northamptonshire Council. 
 
POST MEETING NOTES: 
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Spatial Options - residential Residential 

Dwellings 
1a - Northampton North – North of Buckton Fields 2,000 
1b - Northampton North – East of Boughton 1,500 
1c - Northampton North – West of Moulton 3,000 
1d - Northampton North – North of Moulton 1,600 
1e - Northampton South-East 3,000 
2a - North of Daventry 1,200 
4a -  Brackley North West Expansion 3,000 
4b -Towcester South and Racecourse Expansion 4,250 
5a - Growth at Long Buckby  1,280 - 5,000 
5b - Growth at Milton Keynes North West/ Old Stratford 6,000 

Total of maximum dwellings: 30,550 
 
The Planning Committee generally talked about the importance of responding to the consultation 
but noted that the formal response is to be agreed at the next Parish Council meeting on 8 
November 2021.  
 
Cllr John Shephard noted that some residents had approached him directly as they were concerned 
about the spatial options. John proposed, as Chairman of the Parish Council, to post a letter to all 
residents about the consultation. Councillors noted that an informational leaflet was soon to be 
posted to all residents from the Parish Council. The leaflet referenced the consultation and directed 
residents to the Parish Council website. Councillors thought the Chairman’s proposed letter could 
simply be put on the website and parish noticeboards and avoid further posting.  

Action: Clerk 
 
21/08P Date of Next Meeting (Information Only) 
 

 Next meeting will only be held if comments on the planning application cannot wait until the 
next full Parish Council meeting.   

 The last Monday of every month is earmarked as a potential Planning Committee meeting 
but will only go ahead if necessary.  

 
The meeting closed at 20.30pm 
 
Chairman  ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Date:            


