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BOUGHTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Boughton Parish Council held at Boughton Village Hall, 
Butchers Lane, Boughton, on Monday 4th October 2021 at 7.00 p.m. 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Councillors: Cllr Roy Adams, Cllr Nicola Abraham, Cllr David James, Cllr Sam Di Pane,  Cllr 

Carolyn Penny,  Cllr Karen Fletcher, Cllr John Shephard (Chair of the meeting),  
Cllr Simon Phipps and Cllr Rosie McDonnell  

  
Apologies: Cllr Charlie Browne 
  
Also present: Ciara Wanstall (Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer) 
  
Members of the 
Public: 

None present 

 
21/2515 Welcome  
 
Cllr John Shephard “the Chair” welcomed everyone to the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council.  
 
21/2516 Apologies for Absence  
 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Charlie Browne. The apologies were accepted.    
 
21/2517 Declarations of Interest (on Agenda items only) 
 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 
21/2518 Approve the Minutes of the last full Council meeting held on 13 September 2021 
 

Resolved: to accept the minutes of the last full Council meeting as a true and accurate record. 
The minutes will be signed electronically by the Chair. 

 
21/2519 Public Open Forum Session 
 
No members of the public were in attendance.  
 
21/2520 Planning Application for comment 
 

 WND/2021/0500 - Land Off Central Avenue, Boughton, Northamptonshire. Residential 
development of affordable homes including access, parking, landscaping and associated 
infrastructure.   
Resolved: to support the application subject to confirmation that officers will consider the 
air quality control management of the site and that pedestrian access from Whitehills to 
Buckton Fields is maintained throughout construction. 
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 WND/2021/0535 - The Old Rectory, Church Street, Boughton, Northamptonshire, NN2 8SG. 
Construction of detached car port and store.  
Resolved: to comment that the Parish Council is concerned about the roof height of the 
proposed building as it will be seen from Church Street and the street scene will be 
adversely affected.  

Action: Clerk 
21/2521 Planning Committee 
 
It was proposed to set up a Planning Committee to deal specifically with planning applications that 
require comment before the next full Council meeting. Such meetings would need to be open to the 
public, with a meeting agenda being posted 3 clear days prior to the meeting and the Clerk in 
attendance to take minutes.  
 
It was suggested that the meetings should be held on the last Monday of the month if an extension 
of time to respond to WNC could not be granted. The Council unanimously agreed that all members 
of the Council should be members of the Committee to ensure everyone has an opportunity to voice 
their opinion.  
 

POST MEETING NOTE: Under clause 4. D viii of the Standing Orders, the quorum for the 
Planning Committee meeting shall be no less than three.  
 
Resolved: to set up a planning committee to deal with applications that must be dealt with 
before the next Parish Council meeting, only.   

 
21/2522 Resignation of Cllr Rigel Statham 
 

Resolved: to accept the resignation of Cllr Rigel Statham and ask the Clerk to write to him 
thanking him for his contribution to the new website. 
 
POST MEETING NOTE: the Parish Council must give public notice of a casual vacancy as soon 
as possible in accordance with section 232 of the Local Government Act 1972. The Clerk shall 
duly publish ‘a notice of vacancy’ giving 14 days within which a by-election may be called. 
Following expiry of the 14 days notice, the principal Council will advise the Council is a by-
election is to be held or if the vacancy is to be filled by co-option.  
https://www.northantscalc.com/elections-and-co-option.html  

Action: Clerk 
21/2523 Community Infrastructure Levy (“CIL”) 
 
The Parish Council discussed the importance of communicating and consulting with the Parish about 
how to spend the CIL money. It was also noted that there are other big announcements such as the 
Queen Jubilee celebration and the co-option of another Councillor.  
 
The Council agreed to having a newsletter/leaflet printed, as soon as possible, so it can be hand 
posted to each resident. Councillors suggested consideration is given the thickness of the paper 
and/or the possible use of envelopes as leaflets often get crumpled when posted through 
letterboxes. The leaflet should be distributed as wide as possible within the Parish by various means. 
 

Resolved: to prepare a simple leaflet which can be printed and hand delivered to every 
resident. Whilst costs are expected to be much the lower the Council approved expenditure 
of up to £500 to expedite the project before the next Council meeting. 
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Action: Clerk 
 
The Clerk circulated a copy of the Monitoring Report for 2020/21. 
 

Resolved: to approve the monitoring report, put a copy on the Parish Council’s website and 
send a copy to WNC.                                                                                                          Action: Clerk 

 
21/2524 Buckton Fields Liaison Forum  
 
Cllr David James noted several ‘snagging issues’ are still outstanding at Buckton Fields. The issues 
need to be completed by the developers (Martin Grant/Bloor Homes) before the management 
company (First Port) can take over management of the site. A summary of the issues are:-   
 

1. Facilities completions/maintenance 
a. Sports pitch not complete (raised at last meeting) 
b. Incomplete children’s playground (ex Martin Grant Yard) and poor quality of play 

equipment on site in general 
c. Dead trees and shrubs require replacement 
d. Home Farm Drive verges need seeding 
e. Collection of the dog waste bins is an ongoing issue / more or larger bins 

requested 
f. Quality of footpaths on green spaces 
g. Lighting requested on green spaces 
h. Can the grass mowing be kept on top of until adopted? 
i. Spare litter bin (offered by Developers)  - siting to be confirmed 

2. Highways – inconsiderate parking issues on Home Farm Drive / Glebe Road / Hanging 
Barrows / Folly Way, speeding, and lack of road markings 

3. Spine road – planned opening date? 
4. Site tidiness : 

a. Construction waste along Brampton Lane in between school fencing and hedge 
b. Construction material in front of phase 2 development on Welford Road 

5. Harborough Road footpath – request to Highways to side out in front of the development 
(pending) 

6. Walkway between Pegasus Close/Harborough Road – making good landscaping (attracts 
litter/looks a mess) 

7. Drainage on green spaces is raised as an issue by residents.  Is this isolated? 
8. Pumping Station (Brampton Lane) – can this be better secured to avoid fly tipping 

loitering and anti-social behaviour.” 
 

Resolved: to write to the Planning Officer at WNC setting out the Parish Council’s concern 
about the outstanding issues at Buckton Fields.  

Action: Clerk 
21/2525 Environment  
 
 No updates to report regarding the Pitsford/Boughton Quarry.  
 
Cllr Rosie McDonnell queried whether trees in the Parish could be protected so that they could not 
be cut down without good cause. The Chair noted that lopping of trees in the conservation area 
requires planning permission and some trees in the village are subject to Tree Preservation Orders 
(TPOs). The Council discussed the possibility of recommending more trees are given TPO status but 
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noted the friction this may cause with parishioners. It was agreed that should any member of the 
Council wish to present a case for a TPO that they should bring to a Parish Council meeting.  
 
21/2526 Highways 
 
The Parish Council previously resolved to ask the Clerk to write to WNC stating that they wish to  
to commence the process required by Condition 25 of planning permission DA/2019/0557 – namely 
discussion of traffic calming measures with the Local Highways Authority.  
 
WNC responded: “The current position with regards NWRR is that the Council is waiting to hear back 
on a bid for funding and until we have been informed that our funding bid has been successful, we 
are naturally keeping spend under tight control. We are therefore deferring those activities which 
would incur costs which are not critical at the current time including developing the traffic calming 
scheme at Boughton village. I anticipate that we should be in a position to commence development 
of the traffic calming scheme in early 2022 and whilst the planning condition would allow us to defer 
this work for a lot longer, I recognise your point that the Parish Council are keen to understand what 
can be implemented and we will ensure that this work is brought forward when funding is secured 
and the scheme programme is fully understood. We will also engage with the Parish Council when 
developing the proposals. I appreciate that this may not be the answer you were hoping for but I 
hope you will understand that costs need to be minimised whilst there is still any uncertainty over 
funding and programme.” 
 
The Chair noted that WNC is expected to receive a decision on the bid in October 2021. It was agreed 
to review the position in the new year. 
 
21/2527 Richard Humfrey Charity 
 
The Parish Council have been asked to nominate a new Trustee for the Educational Foundation. It 
is understood Cllr Roy Adams has shown in interest.  
 

Resolved: to nominate Roy Adams as a new Trustee  
Action: Clerk 

21/2528 Website 
 
The Clerk reported that the website hosting services are currently paid for on a monthly basis. The 
Digital Working Group’s recommendation is to instruct a third party to host the website. 
 

Resolved: to approve the monthly expenditure of £27 for website hosting for October 2021, 
with the intention to ask a third party provider to host the website moving forward 
 

Cllr David James requested the Digital Working Group report back to the Council meeting regarding 
their social media policy, logo, scope of work etc. 

Action: Clerk 
21/2529 Village Day 
 
The Clerk noted this should be referred to as the “Queen Jubilee Weekend” moving forward.  
Cllr Charlie Browne provided an update prior to the meeting noting that due to personal 
commitments she is no longer able to commit to co-ordinating this event.  
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Resolved: to set up a Queen Jubilee Weekend Working Group to organise the event. The 
Chairman will seek to convene the first meeting of this group shortly.  
 
21/2530 PCSO 
 
Cllr Charlie Browne reported prior to the meeting that she met with Paul Miller (the PCSO) and he 
will attend the next Parish Council meeting. Cllr Browne and the PCSO plan to carry out speed 
camera checks around the village and asked for suggestion of times/locations. 

 
POST MEETING NOTE: The Clerk and Cllr Charlie Browne will discuss the practicalities of this 
in light of the Community Speed Watch scheme which the Council was invited to take part in. 

 
Cllr Charlie Browne noted that at the request of the head teacher at Boughton Primary School, the 
PCSO has been situated outside of the school to monitor the parking and politely advise parents 
who may not be parking/dropping off in a safe manner. Charlie understands that Cllr David James 
may have similar concerns with the school at Buckton Fields.  
 
Cllr David James reported that the headteacher of Buckton Fields Primary School has raised 
concerns about children safety due to speeding on Home Farm Drive. The site supervisor also voiced 
similar concerns.  Feedback will be reported to Cllr Charlie Brown as the SPOC, requesting the PSCO’s  
presence on the scene around 7.30am – 9.00am and/or 3.15pm.  

Action: Cllr Charlie Browne 
21/2531 Finance/Legal 
 
Resolved: to approve the following cheques for payment in October 2021, by unanimous decision.  
 

Payable to Cheque 
No 

Details of Payment Amount  
(no VAT)      

VAT     Total 
Cheque 

Payment 
(inc VAT) 

Ciara Wanstall C2359 Employment & office 
expenses  £1,224.02 £2.70 £1,226.72 

Cllr Rigel Statham C2360 
Reimbursement - website 

fee 5 Sept - 5 Oct 2021 
£27.00 £0.00 £27.00 

Cllr Rosie 
McDonnell 

C2361 
Plants & compost for 

planter 
£8.80 £0.00 £8.80 

E.ON C2362 Maintenance Contract £153.90 £30.78 £184.68 

NCALC C2363 
Budgeting and Financial 

Control for Clerks 
£30.00 £0.00 £30.00 

West 
Northamptonshire 

Council 
C2364 Uncontested Election Fees £75.00 £15.00 £90.00 

R & G C2365 
Parish Mowing (September 

2021) cancelled 

R & G C2366 
Parish Mowing (September 

2021) £311.00 £62.20 £373.20 
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Payments made in September 2021 - for report to the Council 
 

Date Payable to Direct 
Debit Details of Payment Total 

Amount  
23/09/2021 Aviva  Direct 

Debit 
Monthly Administration Fee 
September 2021 £45 

Total Direct Debit Payments: £45 

 
The Clerk noted the proposal to set up a Finance Working Group should anyone wish to take an 
active role in planning the 2022/23 budget. It was agreed the Clerk and the Chair would present 
the draft budget to the Council for approval before January 2022.  
 

Resolved: to make a £25 donation to Community First Responders for Rural 
Northamptonshire in respect of hosting Defibrillator training for the Parish on 14 October 
2021. 

 
21/2532 West Northamptonshire Councillor Report on matters arising since last meeting 
 
There were no matters for report. 
 

21/2533 Urgent Matters for Report Only (Notified to the Chair before the Meeting) 
 
There were no matters for report. 
 

21/2534 Correspondence for information only 
 
The Clerk noted correspondence:-  

 regarding the SpeedWatch scheme and will liaise with the SPOC. 
 an enquiry about running a café from the new Community Centre on Buckton Fields. The 

Parish Council asked the Clerk to respond noting it is not possible to comment on this at the 
current stage but the Councill will revert back in due course.  

Action: Clerk 
21/2535 Date of Next Meeting (Information Only) 
 

 Next meeting will be Monday 8 November 2022 
 The Chair proposed an agenda item about the Community Centre committee 
 The Chair also proposed an agenda item to review proceedings and ask for any feedback for 

improving Parish Council meetings, generally. 
 
The meeting closed at 20.59pm 
 
Chairman  ………………………………………………………….. 
 
Date:           8 November 2021 


