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Welcome to October’s BVM 
  

Helen Coghill Pegasus House 841953 hmcoghill@doctors.org.uk 
Charlotte Mackaness Wickets Cottage 842311 charlotte@mackaness.net 

 
BOUGHTON BONFIRE TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
“The village bonfire and fireworks event will be on Saturday 6th November,” writes Karen 
Fletcher. “Gates will be open at 4.20pm and the bonfire will be lit at 6pm. Refreshments will 
be on sale. Tickets are available online. Please visit the Boughton Pocket Park Facebook 
page or website for details. There will be a limited number of tickets available on the gate if 
the event isn’t already sold out. We will be following all government guidance and adhering 
to any Covid regulations.” 

 
CPR AND DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING AVAILABLE 
The Parish Council has asked Rural Northants Community First Responders to provide 
some training in CPR and how to use a defibrillator on 14th October at 7.30pm at the Village 
Hall. It is expected to last no more than two hours.  There is no cost to attend but spaces 
are limited. Please contact the Parish Clerk by email (clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk) 
to get your name down. 
 
LOCAL APPEAL FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES  
“Northamptonshire has taken a large group of Afghan refugees who have arrived with 
almost nothing. The Salvation Army is coordinating donations, and the Baptist and 
Methodist churches in Kingsthorpe are helping,” writes Bella Dean. “Donations [see the list 
on the next page where the recipe is normally situated] can be left with me at Sawpit 
House, Humfrey Lane, ideally between 5pm and 6.30pm. Alternatively, by appointment by 
calling me on 846009.”  
 
BOUGHTON CRICKET CLUB’S HEAD AWARD 
Dick Steff of Boughton Cricket Club was recently awarded a Lifetime Achiever Award by 
Northants Recreational Cricket CIC. “Without Richard’s tireless efforts in preparation of the 
ground and his love for all to enjoy cricket, there is no doubt cricket in the village of 
Boughton would have ended several years back. His lifelong commitment, dedication and 
love of cricket is amazing,” said the award panel. 
 
BOUGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL OPEN DAYS  
“We are holding a series of school tours for parents of children due to start school in 
September 2022,” writes Boughton’s headteacher Mrs Mary James. “Appointments are 
available between 5th October and 18th November by appointment only. Please contact the 
school on 842322 to book. Due to Covid 19, we are having to strictly limit the number of 
visitors on site at any time and we ask that parents wear a mask in internal areas. Places 
are limited to five families per session (two adults per child only).” 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PITSFORD SCOUT NEWS 
“We are delighted that the Scout Group has been able to start again without so many Covid 
restrictions,” writes Georgina Miles. “Our numbers are very good with many membership 
enquiries. Please let me know of anyone under the age of five – boys and girls – who wants 
to go on our list because leaving it until they are six years old to join Beavers can sometimes 
cause disappointment. Contact me on 07836 555025.” 
 
VILLAGE HALL NEEDS VOLUNTEERS AND IDEAS 
Boughton’s Village Hall Committee is in desperate need of new and enthusiastic members. 
If you’re interested, please get in touch with Jenny Bullock on 07776 082308. Likewise, the 
committee would be interested to know what sort of fundraising events people in the village 
would like to attend/support. 
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Monday 4th October at 7pm in the Village 
Hall. The agenda, along with the minutes of the last meeting, is available on the new 
Boughton Parish Council website www.boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk  
 
REPAIRS TO SCHOOL ROOF – POTENTIAL DISRUPTION 
Essential repairs are being done to the Primary School’s roof. These should be completed 
by early December. The school hopes these won’t inconvenience residents but there may 
be days with increased traffic disruption. 
 
PARISH CHARITY HAS FUNDS TO HELP STUDENTS IN NEED 
The Richard Humfrey (Education) Foundation provides financial assistance to students 
under 25 undertaking further education studies. Applicants should normally be resident in 
the Parish of Boughton and apply by the end of October. Awards are made in cases of 
financial or personal hardship. Applications should be made in writing to the secretary Jill 
Gist. The charity is also appealing for volunteers to act as trustees. This is not a significant 
commitment as there are just two brief meetings a year. For more information about the 
grant application process or on becoming a trustee, contact Jill on 847890 or email 
jandrgist@tiscali.co.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEMS REQUESTED BY THE SALVATION ARMY FOR AFGHAN REFUGEES 

Pushchairs and raincovers 
Highchairs 
Colouring books, pens, pencils etc 
Children’s hard toys 
Nappies 
Men’s, ladies’ or children’s trainers in good condition or new 
Coats, men’s joggers, culturally appropriate clothing 
New underwear for children and adults 
Hairbrushes, hair bobbles, shampoo 
Razors for men and women. Beard trimmers 
Deoderant, nail clippers 
Umbrellas, suitcases, backpacks, new handbags 
Small bottles of fizzy drinks and individually wrapped snacks 



  
 

  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Another summer has gone and we can now prepare our gardens for the benefit of 
wildlife. Creating ‘wilding areas’ for butterflies, bees and a quiet habitats for birds. 
Cutting hedges now the nesting season is finished ready for next year. I try not to 
make my garden too neat and formal, but that might just be me being lazy!? 
 
Again, this year I did not get any swifts to use my specially designed birdboxes, 
they are becoming quite rare now. I saw none in our area this year and not many 
house martins either? However, the local house sparrows said ‘thank you very 
much’ and took them over again! 
 
I did get to see a swift at my grand-daughter’s house in Little Houghton. She 
rescued a young one which had left it’s nest under the eaves, got caught in some 
leaves and had fallen uninjured to the lawn and was unable to take off. I explained 
that they have long wings and short, weak legs and need to be gently launched 
into the air. We tried this – no luck at first. So I advised her on how to feed it 
overnight to make it stronger (mealworms and tweezers) and see how it goes. I 
noticed at the time that a family of swifts were whizzing round the house and these 
must have been its kin. 
 
I’m pleased to report that this was successful. It flew away into the sky to join it’s 
family. Success! Swifts take to the wing after fledging and do not land again until 
they return from Africa to nest in a year or two. Feeding, sleeping on the wing, 
even mating – amazing isn’t it? No wonder they have weak legs. 

 
 
 

HIRE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL 
 
 

Contact Jenny Bullock (07776 082308) 

 
 
 
  
 
 

RECIPES URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR 
FUTURE NEWSLETTERS 

 

 

DAVID HARROP’S COUNTRY DIARY 
 


