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Welcome to October’s BVM
Helen Coghill Pegasus House 841953 hmcoghill@doctors.org.uk
Charlotte Mackaness Wickets Cottage 842311 charlotte@mackaness.net


BONFIRE TICKETS ON SALE NOW!
Tickets are now available for the Boughton bonfire and firework display on Saturday 4th November in Boughton Pocket Park. Gates open at 4pm. A family/group ticket for four people is £19.25. Alternatively, they cost £5.50 per person. Sadly, last year scammers reproduced tickets. Please only buy tickets from the ‘Skiddle’ site used by the Pocket Park. More information from the Boughton Pocket Park Facebook page.
LATEST ON TRAFFIC CALMING

The Parish Council – and no doubt residents – eagerly await details of proposals from West Northamptonshire Council on how it plans to address the increase of traffic coming through Boughton when the North West Relief Road opens. It is anticipated that there will be some kind of presentation and consultation, hopefully before the end of the year.

VACANCY AT BOUGHTON PRIMARY SCHOOL
Boughton Primary School is recruiting a full-time Level 1 teaching assistant. For more information, please see the school’s website: www.boughtonprimaryschool.org.uk
VILLAGE MOURNS A SPECIAL RESIDENT
BVM was sorry to learn of the death of Sandra Lee, who lived in Howard Lane. Sandra was at the centre of so many events and organisations in the village throughout her life and was a long-time and hard-wording member of the Village Hall Committee even while unwell. She will be greatly missed by many.
NEW BATIK ART WORKSHOPS IN BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL
Celebrate the changing of the seasons and come along to learn how to make a beautiful autumn-themed batik by painting with melted wax and inks on silk on Saturday 14th October from 2pm until 5pm.. Then on Friday 24th November from 6pm until 9pm create a festive Christmas bauble design using wax and ink on silk. Classes are each £30. Frames are an optional extra. Beginners are very welcome. All materials, plus tea and coffee provided. Please contact Lisa Deighan on 07801 354078 to book your place. Because of the use of hot wax, the classes are not suitable for children. See more at lisadeighan.com 
PARISH LENGTHSMAN APPOINTED
Mark Frost, who lives in Humfrey Lane and has recently retired, has been appointed by the Parish Council as the new Parish Lengthsman to do odd jobs around the village. 
SAVE THE DATE – CHRISTMAS WREATHS IN THE VILLAGE HALL

More info to follow about wreath-making in the Village Hall on 3rd December from 2-5pm..
CAN YOU CREATE A HEDGEHOG HIGHWAY IN YOUR GARDEN?
The Parish Council would like to encourage villagers put small access points, or ‘hedgehog doors,’ in their garden walls and fences in order to create ‘hedgehog highways’ that help these small mammals get around more safely to forage, find a mate and seek nesting sites. For general information about the scheme and how to help hedgehogs, visit hedgehogsrus.co.uk 
VACANCY FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR
Francis King has resigned as a Parish Councillor as family commitments now take her away from the area. Francis did a fabulous job, including setting up and delivering English lessons to Ukrainian guests last year. Francis was one of just two Councillors from Buckton Fields. Anyone interested in becoming a Parish Councillor should email the Parish Clerk via clerk@boughtonparishcouncil.co.uk
DECLUTTER DOLLIES ON HAND TO HELP IN THE VILLAGE
Do you need help decluttering and reorganising an area of your home? Lisa Deighan has been trained by Dilly Carter, who readers may know from the BBC1 show Sort Your Life Out. Lisa can help you creatively change your space to a happy place and also help ‘style’ your home if you need to sell it. She can also help unpack boxes when moving into a new house. She works alone or can bring in more of the Declutter Dollies team for bigger jobs. To find out more, ring Lisa on 07801 354078. 
HELP IN THE COMMUNITY WITH GETTING AROUND

Northampton Community Transport minibus and volunteer car scheme helps the elderly, disabled and vulnerable retain their independence and access medical services. If you know of anyone who might benefit or you might be interested in learning about being a volunteer driver, email carscheme@voluntaryimpact.org.uk or call 01604 628234.

EVENTS AT NORTHAMPTON & LAMPORT RAILWAY
October has several special events, including Hallowe’en ‘trick or treat’ rides on Saturday 28th and Sunday 29th October. For more information, visit the website www.nlr.org.uk 
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  T he Parish Church of Saint John the Baptist,   Church Street,  Boughton     SUNDAY  CHURCH SERVICES     0800 Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)   0930 Holy Communion followed by refreshments     ALL ARE WELCOME     For more information   pleas e email :     boughtonchurch@gmail.com  



As readers will know by now; my main interest in wildlife is birds that I try to provide a safe and varied habitat for them in my garden. Not all species are welcome, especially crows, jackdaws and magpies. These guys are always finding ways of clinging on to bird feeders and deterring the smaller tits, robins and finches for which they are designed. I find that the best way is to use wire feeders that have a protective cage. Siting them also needs some thought to deter these larger birds. Wood pigeons are also a nuisance as they use my birdbaths as a toilet and I have to regularly clean them. This is important for all the equipment, such as bird tables and nest boxes, you provide for wildlife to prevent spreading infection and diseases.

During the hot summer days I was astonished to see a large party of blue and great tits drinking and bathing in one at the same time. This activity also tends to quickly disperse the water too and needs to be regularly replaced. In the summer I usually reduce, or cease, the variety of bird food I provide as there is a plentiful supply of natural food available. Also I think this enables the newly fledged young to learn and finding food, as Nature intends.

This year I noticed that butterflies were late to arrive. I have several buddleia bushes that were very busy. I was pleased to see them because in June I was in New Quay, Cardiganshire where the beach side roads were lined by these ‘butterfly bushes’ and I didn’t see any at all- only bees.

My garden backs onto open fields and I also get my share of rabbits, grey squirrels and moles. The latter are a nuisance as lawns do not look quite right when dotted with mole hills and are difficult to deter. Afterall, this is Boughton, not Mole-ton! Now autumn has arrived and I hope next year starts to bring better news on wildlife issues, such as habitat loss and the awful bird flu epidemic that has severely affected sea bird populations around Britain. Meanwhile I hope to continue to do my bit to help bird life locally – and you can too...
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Cover the bulgar wheat with the hot vegetable stock and leave to soak for 15 minutes. Meanwhile, fry the onion and celery in the oil until soft. Once the wheat has soaked add the other ingredients and cook for a further couple of minutes to serve warm. Equally delicious cold.








JULIET STOREY’S HOT OR COLD BULGAR WHEAT SALAD





Ingredients – 


125g bulgar wheat		4 small tomatoes, chopped


300ml boiling veg stock	2tsp grated lemon rind


1 small onion, chopped 	3tbsp oil


2 sticks of celery, chopped	2tbsp lemon juice


½ cucumber diced		2-3 tbsp chopped parsley


50g soft, dried apricots, chopped
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DAVID HARROP’S COUNTRY DIARY
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11th May 	Parish Council Meeting 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Annual General Meeting – all welcome.





18th May 	Boughton Ladies Fellowship “My Life As A London Clippie” by Jean Till. For details contact Chris Lea on 842856. 





7th June	Boughton Open Gardens Contact Elizabeth Duffy (842209) or Lucy Smith (847118).





21st June	Rounders Fun Day in the Pocket Park. Call Samantha Taylor on 842373 for more information.





11th July	Village Day Look out for posters designed by children from Boughton School.





12th September	Ride And Stride Sponsored cycle or walk between churches. Call Marion Scott (842427) for more information.


	


1st and 3rd Mondays  Ladies Fellowship, Church Rooms - contact Chris Lea 842856


Every Monday  Pilates 12 – 1pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 07816768252  Every Tuesday  Pilates 6.30 - 7.30 pm Village Hall - contact Roberta Gee 


Last Tuesday of month  Spencer Club –  Mrs Cumbleton/Mrs Sallie 843652/843314  Wednesday mornings  10.30 Church Coffee Morning - contact Eileen Rouse 


1st Thursday of month Mums & Tots 2.30pm – 4.30pm – Tori 843056/Charlotte 842311


Thursday evenings  Short mat bowls - contact Andrea Brame 844027 








	HIRE BOUGHTON VILLAGE HALL


�MEETINGS, WEDDING RECEPTIONS, CHILDREN’S


PARTIES, DANCES AND FUNDRAISERS


(07776 082308 or jen3gables@gmail.com) 
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